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WHAT JONATHAN BOUCHER PREACHED 


By R. W. MarsHALL, 


Director of Proviso Junior College, Maywood Iilinois. 


Jonathan Boucher was an Anglican priest, who, in the period 
from 1763 to 1775 preached “the divine authority of the status 
quo” as well as the divine authority of God to his parishioners 
in Virginia and Maryland. Parrington characterizes him as 
“the high Tory of the Tory Cause in America”. His political 
views were so out of tune with those of his flock that he was 
finally barred from his church and his life was so openly in 
danger that he was forced to return to England in 1775. 

That he did not meekly give up his fight to win over his 
audiences to his doctrine of “obedience for conscience sake” 
which he called “the cornerstone of all good government” is 
shown by this statement in the reminiscences which he penned 
in England some ten years after his return from these alien and 
unfriendly shores. 

“For more than six months I preached, when I did preach, 
with a pair of loaded pistols lying on the cushions ; having given 
notice that if anyone attempted, what had long been threatened, 
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to drag me out of the pulpit, I should think myself justified in 
repelling violence with violence”. 

That Boucher was no inconspicuous figure and that he was 
influential is evident when it is realized that the Rector of St. 
Anne’s Parish in Annapolis, to which position he succeeded in 
1770, was ex officio the Chaplain of the Lower House of the 
Assembly. According to his own account “the management of 
the Assembly was left very much to me; and hardly a bill was 
brought in which I did not either draw or at least revise... . 
All the Governor’s speeches, messages, etc., and also some pretty 
important and lengthy papers from the Council were of my 
drawing up.” 

At this point it may be well to point out that Boucher him- 
self admitted that he had “not less vanity than men in general” 
and that “Vanity, I fear, has been my prevailing foible”. To 
get a true picture of this man and his importance some source 
more independent than his own reminiscences and sermons 
need to be investigated. Practically everything that has been 
written about him since his death has been based on these two 
sources. A study of what of his personal correspondence still 
survives from an angle broader than a search for light on his 
social philosophy, would give more reliable information, as 
would a study of the records of both houses of the Maryland 
Assembly and other sources of those days. The only biography 
of Governor Eden throws no light on Boucher’s governmental 
activities. 

Inasmuch as this paper is only concerned with the doctrines 
Boucher preached in America, no attempt has been made to 
analyze his character or to weigh all the claims he makes for 
himself, as exampled by his claim that “the management of 
the Assembly was left very much to me”. 

It is true that Boucher was on intimate social terms with 
Governor Eden and took a prominent part in the intellectual 
life of Annapolis which was then “the seat of the Government, 
[of Maryland] the residence of the Governor, and all the great 
officers of State, as well as of the most prominent lawyers, phy- 
sicians, and families of opulence and note”. 
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That Boucher’s reputation was more than local is proved by 
the fact that the Governor’s of King’s College in New York 
conferred upon him the honorary degree of Master of Arts for 
his services to Church and State. That he was highly respected 
by the clergy is shown by the fact that he was urged by many 
of them, especially of Virginia, to formulate “some general and 
uniform line of conduct for the whole body of the clergy of the 
Church of England throughout the continent”. He made a 
trip to Philadelphia in furtherance of the plan he had worked 
out, but nothing came of it. 


Another factor that brought Boucher considerably into the 
limelight, and of which he made as much capital as he could, 
was his friendship with George Washington. This relation- 
ship was based upon Washington’s interest in the education of 
his stepson, young Jack Custis, who attended for a time the 
boy’s school which Boucher conducted as a sideline. The cor- 
respondence between Washington and Boucher has been sep- 
arately published. Further interesting light is thrown on this 
friendship by Boucher’s letter of August 6, 1775, to Wash- 
ington in which he denounces the latter in no uncertain terms 
and renounces their friendship, and by the letter in which he 
dedicates his American Revolution to Washington twenty-two 
years later. 

With this incomplete picture of the man and the part he 
played in those exciting times that preceded the Revolution, 
the nature of what he believed and preached will now be ex- 
amined. In all consideration of the doctrine he expounded it 
must constantly be kept in mind that Boucher was primarily a 
divine and that the only source of information as to his position 
on the great questions of the day is thirteen discourses which 
he preached, some of them many times, while holding parishes 
in Virginia and Maryland. These sermons he preserved and 
caused to be reprinted in his American Revolution, of which 
they make up the bulk. Parrington calls Sir Robert Filmer’s 
Patriarcha, to the doctrines in which Boucher subscribed, an 
“absurd jumble of Hebraic precedent and Tory prejudice— 
laboriously put together”. Boucher’s own sermons answer 
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pretty well the same description. But in them he made his 
position on many subjects clear to his listeners, and it is clear 
today. 

Boucher’s views as to the manner in which the problem of the 
Indians on the frontier should be handled probably raised no 
opposition among his parishioners, though the impracticability 
of his solution was probably recognized in his day and kept 
any progress from being made. In his sermon “On the Peace in 
1763”, preached, as he said, while “our young men [are] now 
gone out against them”, Boucher, after expounding at length on 
the evils of war and the blessings of peace, offers his solution 
for the Indian problem. He would wean them from the chase 
and encourage them in agricultural pursuits by “giving them little 
or nothing for their furs and peltry”, by allowing them bounties 
on their agricultural produce, and by refusing to sell them arms. 
This winning them over to agricultural pursuits, would, he 
feels, be, for them, the first step toward civilization. And he 
is hopeful of the Indians because, he says, “we found not these 
wretched tenants of the woods a whit more savage than our 
progenitors appeared to Julius Caesar” and asks “what else 
is the early history of nations now the most polished, but the 
history of Indians?” 

Improving the condition of the negro slave was another 
project dear to Boucher’s heart. He was a slave owner himself 
and notoriously considerate in his treatment of them. This 
was not enough, however. “I do entreat you”, he said, “to 
make some amends for the drudgery of their bodies by culti- 
vating their minds.” The worst chains are the chains of ig- 
norance and though they still remained slaves these bonds might 
be broken. And this man practiced what he preached. In his 
reminiscences he tells how he “set up two or three serious and 
sensible black men as schoolmasters to teach the children around 
them merely to read at their leisure hours . . . I had in conse- 
quence almost every Sunday twenty or thirty who could use 
their prayer-books and make the response: and I had towards 
the last of my ministry there thirteen black communicants”. 
And on a certain Easter Monday he “baptized three hundred 
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thirteen negro adults and lectured extempore to upwards of 
one thousand !” 

But he went much further than this. “If ever these colonies, 
now filled with slaves, be improved to their utmost capacity, 
an essential part of the improvement must be the abolition of 
slavery”. These plain words are in a sermon preached in Vir- 
ginia in 1763. He did not question the lawfulness of the insti- 
tution, nor did he believe that freeing the slaves would put them 
on terms of equality with free, white men. Nature, he believed, 
had placed insuperable barriers in the way. But he advocated 
the gradual abolition of slavery on economic grounds and be- 
cause of its effects on the owners. 

Boucher felt that the backwardness of Virginia and Maryland 
was due to slavery and certainly this argument sounds modern: 

“T believe it is capable of demonstration that, except the im- 
mediate interest which every man has in the property of his 
slaves, it would be for every man’s interest that there were no 
slaves: and for this plain reason, because the free labor of a 
free man, who is regularly hired and paid for the work which 
he does, and only for what he does, is, in the end, cheaper than 
the extorted eye-service of a slave.” 

As to the effect of slavery on the owners, Boucher does not 
hesitate to quote, of all people, Montesquiex: “The state of 
slavery is, in its own nature, bad: it is neither useful to the mas- 
ter, nor tothe slave. Not to the slave, because he can do nothing 
through a motive of virtue; not to the master, because by hav- 
ing unlimited authority over his slaves, he insensibly accustoms 
himself to the want of all moral virtues, and from thence grows 
fierce, hasty, severe, voluptuous, cruel”. In a footnote to the 
sermon in which these views appear, Boucher points out that 
unlimited power of master over slave has never been exercised 
in America. But he notes that “the great champion of liberty 
and advocate of humanity, Mr. Locke, by the 10th article, or 
item, of the Constitution which he drew up for the government 
of Carolina, gives, “every freeman of Carolina absolute power 
and authority over his slaves”. 
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Outside of the two classes of Indians and slaves, Boucher 
nowhere in his sermons comments on the economic or social 
condition of the masses. But in his reminiscences, in two suc- 
cessive sentences he makes two, difficult to reconcile, state- 
ments: “The condition of the lower classes of mankind every- 
where, when compared with that of those above them, may seem 
hard ; yet on a fair investigation, it will probably be found that 
people in general in a low sphere are not less happy than those 
in a higher sphere. I am equally well persuaded in my own 
mind that the negroes in general in Virginia and Maryland in 
my time were not upon the whole worse off, nor less happy than 
the laboring poor in Great Britain”. 

Boucher’s lack of bitterness in commenting on the happiness 
of those of a low sphere is somewhat surprising in view of the 
conditions of his own youth of which he says: “we lived in 
such a state of penury and hardship as I have never seen 
equalled, no, not even in parish almshouses”. This experience 
seems to have left no mark on him. 


Boucher, in his sermons, referred often to the different 
classes in society. He complained because the laboring classes 
no longer regard the rich as “their guardians, patrons, and 
benefactors”, but instead “look on them as so many overgrown 
colossuses whom it is no demerit in them to wrong”. His ser- 
mons abound with such phrases as “inferior members of the 
community” and “stations in life”. Certainly he was out of 
tune with the preaching of the equality doctrinaires of his times. 

And he possessed no Jeffersonian faith in the wisdom of the 
masses, as witnessed by this extract from one of his sermons, 
preached it must be remembered, to a group of parishioners 
the bulk of whom held opposite views: “In every country, the 
ignorant are more numerous than the wise: mistakes in judg- 
ment therefore, and great errors in conduct, are too naturally 
to be expected in the many. This proves that resolves even of 
large majorities of the people, are always to be received with 
great caution: it can never be on the determinations of a mul- 
titude of such counsellors that the safety of the State de- 
pends”. And so he comes to the natural conclusion: “I take 
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the opportunity to express my disapprobation of that dangerous 
expedient, now coming into fashion, of carrying all great points 
respecting government by what is called an appeal to the people”. 

In another sermon he describes a condition of society as 
being, “if not anarchy, at least .. . a democracy”. Perhaps his 
fears of democracy are explained by this statement: “Dem- 
ocracies, not contented with an equality of rights naturally aim 
at an equality of possessions”. No wonder he opposed them! 

Of course Boucher favored the establishment of an Episcopal 
bishop in the colonies. More than once he was the leader in 
moves to accomplish this end. In his second parish in Virginia 
he took an active part in a convention of clergy which petitioned 
the throne for the appointment of a bishop. But there were 
dissenters even among the Episcopal clergy and four of them 
protested this move and were officially thanked by the House 
of Burgesses. This aroused Boucher to preach two strong 
sermons on successive Sundays in which he pointed out the 
need of a bishop and how the withholding of this privilege was 
an interference with the freedorn of religion. 

In describing the low state of the established church in Vir- 
ginia in 1771, a condition which he ascribed partly to the lack of 
an American Episcopate, he gives this picture: 

“Although thirty years ago there was not in the whole colony 
a single dissenting congregation, there are now . . . not less than 
eleven dissenting ministers regularly settled, who have each 
from two to four congregations under their care. As to the 
number of sectaries and itinerant priests I might almost as well 
pretend to count the gnats that buzz around us in a summer’s 
evening”. 

In his second sermon he proved, to his satisfaction, the divine 
authority of the bishops, as direct successors to the apostles, and 
then answered one by one the objections of the protesters. 

On removing to St. Anne’s Parish at Annapolis he immedi- 
ately gave offense to the authorities by being once more the 
instigator of a petition for a Bishop. As a consequence, he 
says, “for some months neither the Governor, nor any of the 
Dulany’s even so much as spoke to me”. 
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Another matter on which Boucher became embroiled with 
the authorities was their action in changing the basis of re- 
muneration of the clergy from forty pounds of tobacco per poll 
to allow a money payment which, in effect resulted in a reduced 
income for the churchmen. The temporary success of the fight 
against this measure, led by Boucher, so aroused the opposition 
that they attacked, on a technicality, the validity of the seventy 
year old act calling for forty pounds of tobacco per poll. The 
lawyers who led the fight against the clergy offered to defend 
gratis all those against whom action might be taken for refusal 
to pay this tax. In consequence only about half the people paid 
and Boucher had made his cause a lot of enemies. 

In concluding the discussion of Boucher’s trouble with the 
authorities over religious matters, nothing can sum up the situ- 
ation like his own words: “In all these contests 1 was con- 
stantly and materially concerned. I drew up sundry memorials, 
remonstrances and petitions, and wrote many papers to the 
Public. And toward the close of it I was drawn into a long, 
keen and wearisome newspaper contest with the two chief dema- 
gogues ... I was generally allowed to have the better of the 
argument, but they carried their point.” 

The divine right of kings found no stauncher advocate than 
this seventeenth-century Cavalier Englishman. And he minces 
no words. “It is under the deputation and authority of God 
alone that kings reign”. Or again—“a king is to be regarder 
as and venerated as the viceregent of God”. Parrington calls 
him “the spiritual son of a notable line of bishops and priests 
who upheld the royal prerogative through evil times and good, 
throwing the august sanction of religion about the monarchial 
state”. To Boucher the cause he defended was the cause of 
God and he was sincere when he said: “The Church and the 
King, do, and must, stand or fall together”. 

Following his practice of finding justification in the Bible 
for any position which he is led to take, Boucher quotes Prov- 
erbs 24:21: “My Son, fear thou the Lord, and the King, and 
meddle not with them that are given to change”. There the 
high disciple of “things as they are” has his justification for 
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his opposition to, or at least his suspicion of, all change. In 
arts and science, change, at least as far as it is improve- 
ment, is commendable, but in government and religion this pro- 
pensity to change he considers dangerous. This theme runs 
through many of his sermons. 

The danger in the notion that religion and government admit 
of improvement he believes is due to the fact “that much of 
their influence and efficacy depend on the persuasion that they 
are perfect”. He doesn’t go quite so far as to preach that any 
religious establishment or any form of government is so fault- 
less as to be incapable of amendment but insists that “the 
propensity to change is hazardous to communities”. He even 
goes so far as to laud China and all “the people of the East who 
are as tenacious of old opinions and customs as we are fickle 
and changeable”. Certainly this is a discordant note on these 
shores. 

He preached against revolt in the Church and in the State 
with the same breath. He boldly stated that rebellion is a sin 
against God’s authority and that a war, entered into by rebel- 
lion, is an appeal to God in a cause so palpably unjust that it 
can not finally prosper. “To resist and to rebel against a lawful 
government is to oppose the ordinance of God”. Time and 
time again he rings the changes on this doctrine. “The decrees 
or the acts of government may be, and no doubt often are, ill- 
judged and unwise, strict, severe, and even oppressive: but as 
long as they are enacted constitutionally and according to law 
... not to submit to them is a sin in the sight of God”. If he 
could “sell” this doctrine to America there would be no rebel- 
lion. 

“‘Non-resistance”, he says, “is a tenet of our Church”, and he 
quotes these strong words from the doctrines of the Church to 
prove it : “Lucifer was the first author and founder of rebellion ; 
which is the first, the greatest, and the root of all other sins.. 
Kings and princes, as well the evil as the good, do reign by 
God’s ordinance ; and subjects are bound to obey them, and for 
no cause to resist, or withstand, or rebel . . . It were a perilous 
thing to commit unto subjects the judgement, which prince is 
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wise, which government good; and which otherwise. A rebel 
is worse than the worst prince, and a rebellion worse than the 
worst government of the worst prince...” The Anglicans 
in American must choose between the tenets of their Church 
and rebellion! 

Boucher’s ideas on the nature of government were based on 
the Bible and Sir Robert Filmer’s Patriarchia. His respect 
for the doctrines of the latter volume, it may be suspected, was 
due to the fact that they re-inforced the teachings of the one 
book he turned to for guidance in all worldly as well as spir- 
itual affairs. Filmer’s idea was that government was not of 
human but divine origin and that the government of a family 
should be the pattern of all other government. And so we 
hear Boucher preaching: 

“As soon as there were some to be governed, there were also 
some to govern: and the first man, by virtue of that paternal 
claim, on which all subsequent governments have been founded, 
was first invested with the power of government. The first 
father was the first king. . . It was thus that all government 
originated, and monarchy is its most ancient form. Kingdoms 
and empires are but so many larger families”. 

He spoke of the “loose notion that all government is the mere 
creature of the people” and ridiculed the idea that in some 
fabulous age of the past “ a multitude of human beings, who, 
like their brother beasts had hitherto ranged the forest, without 
guide, overseer, or ruler, at length convinced of the impossi- 
bility of living together without government, met in a spacious 
plain for the express purpose of forming a government.” 

And if a compact had been entered into under such, or 
any, circumstances, it would preclude equality. “By asking 
another to exercise jurisdiction over me, I clearly confess that 
I do not think myself his equal.” Without some relative in- 
feriority and superiority there can be no government. “A 
musical instrument composed of chords, keys, or pipes, all per- 
fectly equal in size and power, might as well be expected to 
produce harmony, as a society composed of members all per- 
fectly equal, to be productive of order and peace.” And so he 
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seemed to prove that either the compact or the equality doctrine 
must be wrong. His position was that they both are. 

Boucher would not even concede that “the end of government 
is the common good of mankind” but inferred that the aim of 
government may be “the advancement of God’s honour”. As 
to the end being the common good of mankind, he pointed out 
that in no instance has mankind ever agreed as to what is to 
the common good. 

“The “stale idea” that government is a combination among 
a few to oppress the many, he called “dangerous slander and 
palpably absurd”. It is based, he said, on a confounding of 
government itself with the ministers of government. But then 
he hastened to add that the two cannot be kept separate. 

The unescapable conclusion of all of Boucher’s arguments 
was, if anyone had believed him, that, in his own words, “Lib- 
erty consists in subserviency to law” and “where there is no 
law there is no liberty”. But he convinced no one. 


Nevertheless, what he believed, he preached. 
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NOTES 

Jonathan Boucher was minister of Hanover Parish, King George Co. 
1762-64 ; minister of St. Mary’s Parish, Caroline Co., 1764 until about 1771 
or 1772, then went to Maryland. His baptism of 313 Negroes at one 
service was at “Mount Church,” the Parish Church of St. Mary’s 
Parish. (These statements are based on records in Virginia Diocesan 
Library, Richmond.) 

The only definite criticism I make in regard to the statement 
concerning the attitude of the Virginia Clergy toward the question of 
asking for a Bishop is the statement that “there were dissenters among the 
Episcopal clergy and four protested” which is not a fair statement. The 
actual fact is that there were considerably over 100 clergy of the Anglican 
Church in Virginia at that time and only twelve attended this convention on 
June 4, 1771. The Commissary had called a convention for May 4 
without stating the purpose, and a larger number than 12 came. They 
urged him to defer the matter to a second convention and state the 
purpose of the meeting in the call. He did this and fewer clergymen 
came. 

The actual fact as shown by records is that the very great majority 
of the Virginia clergy sided strongly with the American cause and 
their unwillingness to ask for a Bishop at that time was their knowl- 
edge that the Tory clergy of the Northern colonies were working for 
a Bishop. In the utterly disturbed condition of the times and the 
widespread resentment of the Americans against the actions of the 
British Parliament the opposition of the Virginia clergy to a Bishop 
was not based on ecclesiastical reasons so much as on political. If a 
Bishop were appointed he would under the law have been appointed 
by the Prime Minister, and so would be another British official in 
America siding with Parliament against the American contentions. 

The attitude of the Anglican clergy in Virginia is shown in the 
article “Clergy of the Established Church of Virginia and the Revo- 
lution” in Va. Magazine of History and Biography, Volume XLI. See 
also “A Letter to the Clergy of New York and New Jersey Occasioned 
by an Address to the Episcopalians of Virginia” by the Reverend 
Thomas Gwatkin. Gwatkin was one of the so-called “dissenters” 
who was thanked by the Virginia House of Burgesses. 

The political aspects of the question of asking for a Bishop for 
America in the disturbed condition of the times were so serious 
that the majority of the Virginia clergy who were in the main loyal 
to the American cause, refused to take any part in the matter, and 
four who made public protest against it were officially thanked by the 
House of Burgesses.” G. MacLaren Brypon. 

CuurcHILL G. CHAMBERLAYNE. 
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ELKINGTON* 





Elkington is about two miles due west from Eastville, the 
Courthouse town of Northampton County, with an approach 
from Savage’s Neck road. 


In tracing the ownership of the land, upon which this at- 
tractive mansion stands, back to the first white settler we come 
to the name of Thomas Savage whose services, not only to the 
Eastern Shore but also to the Jamestown settlement, were in- 
valuable and far reaching. 

In January of 1608 Capt. Christopher Newport arrived at 
Jamestown with The John and Francis followed shortly by 
The Phoenix, which had sailed at the same time, this being the 
first supply to reach the discouraged little Colony of less than 
fifty persons. With this supply came a lad of thirteen who has 
come down through history as Thomas Savage although his- 
torians seem to differ about the facts of his coming and his 
name. Some claim that he was a cabin boy on Newport’s vessel, 
while others identify him as the Thomas Salvage who came on 
The Phoenix with his brother Richard, both being listed as 
laborers. However in the muster of 1624 he lists himself as 
having come on The John and Francis and we are inclined to 
take his own statement as authentic. His antecedents are 
shrouded in mystery and there have been many conjectures as 
to his parentage. At times he was called Thomas Newport 
and some claim that he was known as Thomas ‘the Savage’ be- 
cause of his life among the Indians. Regardless of who he 
was or how he acquired his surname he was the progenitor of 
the Savage family of the Eastern Shore and it is said that he 
is one of the earliest settlers whose descendants are known so 
that Savage is about the oldest Anglo-Saxon name in America. 

* (Editor’s Note: This article is contributed by Miss Anne Floyd 
Upshur, of Nassawadox, and Mr. Ralph T. Whitelaw, of Accomac, who 
are collaborating on a history of some two hundred old seventeenth, eight- 
eenth and early nineteenth century houses still standing on the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia in the counties of Northampton and Accomack. If 


any errors are noted a correction sent to either of the above or to this 
Magazine will be appreciated.) 
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Capt. John Smith wished to send some Indians back to Eng- 
land with Capt. Newport and in order to secure Namontack, 
the son of Powhatan, for that punpose he turned young Thomas 
over to the old Chief as a hostage. He spent many years with 
the Indians, growing up with his good friend Pocahontas, and 
old Powhatan became very much attached to him and treated 
him as a son. He naturally became quite proficient in the 
Indian languages and afterwards his services as an interpreter 
for the Colony were invaluable. Master John Pory, Secretary 
of Virginia, wrote in his diary—“This Thomas Salvage, it is 
sixteene yeeres since he went to Virginia being a boy, hee was 
left with Powhatan for Namontacke to learne the language, and 
as this Author affirmeth, with much honestie and good successe 
hath served the publike without any publike recompence, yet 
had an arrow shot through his body in their service.” 


It is not known definitely just when Savage first came to the 
Eastern Shore but Capt. John Martin found him well estab- 
lished there in 1619 when he came over in that year to visit the 
Indians. Prior to this time there had been occasional white 
settlers on the Shore, as well as groups sent over from James- 
town to make salt by evaporating sea water, but all such were 
transitory and Savage was the first permanent settler, so the 
above date is the one generally accepted as the beginning of colo- 
nization in this part of Virginia. 

The reason for his coming is also obscure. The salt works 
started three years earlier at Dale’s Gift on Old Plantation 
Creek may have had something to do with his crossing the Bay 
with one of the replacement detachments, either in some official 
capacity or just as a sightseer. The records of The Virginia 
Company of London include a report made by him which de- 
scribed an extensive trip about the Bay investigating trade 
possibilities for the Colony so it is possible that a favorable 
impression of the Shore, gained while on that mission, induced 
him to return here and settle. 

In any event he did come and being able to speak the lan- 
guage so well he got along famously with the Indians and Debe- 
deavon, the ‘Laughing King’, gave him a tract of several thous- 
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and acres. Although no record of it now exists this gift un- 
doubtedly was approved or confirmed by the Court at James- 
town because his right to the land was not questioned later 
when a formal patent was issued to his widow in 1635. This 
patent reads in part as follows: “To Mrs. Hanna Salvage, relict 
of Ensigne Thomas Savage, late of Accomack, planter, a par- 
cell of land lying in Accomack, bounded with the Creek of Ac- 
comack (the modern Cherrystone) on the South, the great bay 
on the West, Wiscapanso (The Gulf of today) on the North 
and the Main Ocean on the East. Which land was graunted unto 
her husband by the King of the Easterne shoare as by deed 
calling himself Esmy Shichans.” This description would in- 
clude what is now known as Savage’s Neck and the section 
east of it embracing the present town of Eastville and extending 
to the Seaside. 

In 1621 he is known to have married one Hannah whose last 
name is supposed to have been Tyng. She came to Virginia in 
that year in The Sea Flower, paying her own expenses, for 
which she was later given a patent for fifty acres of land. One 
son, John, was born of this union in 1624. 

Thomas Savage had the military title of Ensign and he was 
also known as one of the ‘Ancient Planters,’ of whom there were 
only about a hundred, who had come to Virginia before the 
close of 1616 and who were still living at the time of the Muster 
of 1624/5. He died in 1627. 


After the death of Savage Hannah married Daniel Cugley 
and a short distance west of Elkington is a property which has 
always been known as ‘Cugley.’ Although the original house is 
no more the name probably came into use when Cugley went 
there to live with Hannah so it must have been the location of 
the home of Thomas Savage. 


By 1637 Hannah must have been dead also because in that 
year John had the patent reissued to him as “sonn & heire to 
Ensign Thomas Salvage” and in 1664 a further renewal was 
given to him. Prior to this latter date the land must have been 
at least roughly surveyed because in that patent it is described 
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as being 9000 acres, which is the largest acreage given to any one 
individual by a Colonial Governor up to 1666 at least. 

Captain John Savage was a very useful member of the early 
Colony, holding among other offices that of Burgess for North- 
ampton in 1666-67. His first wife was Ann Elkington, which 
accounts for the name of the house which is the subject of this 
article, although it is unknown just when the name first began 
to be used. 

Undoubtedly he was a successful planter and capable mana- 
ger and his knowledge and control of his small empire is fully 
shown by his carefully drawn will, probated in 1678, which 
covers five pages in the old will book of that time. He left 
three sons and four daughters and with his passing began the 
gradual disintegration, by inheritance and sale, of the generous 
gift to his father by kind hearted old Debedeavon. His son 
John was his principal heir but he provided land for each of his 
seven children and made disposition of twenty different planta- 
tions, all definitely listed by the names of the tenants in charge, 
besides considerable acreage not listed as plantations. 


Included in the acreage was a tract which at that time was 
under lease. In 1648 Capt. John Savage had leased 1000 acres 
to one Thomas Dimmer for 99 years. (This possibly may be 
the first record of such a lease in America.) In 1665 Dimmer 
assigned his lease to Col. John Stringer, from whom it passed 
to his son Hillary. Savage left the title to this leased land, half 
to his son John and the other half to his youngest daughter— 
“now lately borne”—who after his death was named Frances. 


Young John sold the rights to his half to Mrs. Gertrude Har- 
manson who in 1732 left them to her son Henry, providing that 
if he died without issue the title was to pass to her daughter 
Sophia, who had married William Tazewell, and in this way the 
Tazewells acquired 500 acres. 

Frances first married Samuel Powell, by whom she had one 
son John, and when the latter died without issue his widow Mary 
married Nehemiah Fitchett. After the death of her first hus- 
band Frances married John Jones by whom she had two daugh- 
ters, Sarah and Ann Mary, who married respectively Thomas 
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Spady and Abraham Hall. In 1743 Tazewell purchased the 
interests of the Spadys and Halls and in 1747 he obtained from 
the Fitchetts any claim which Mary might have as her dower in- 
terest and thus he came into full possession of the 1000 acres. 

From William Tazewell the tract went to his son John and 
in 1790 his widow Sarah and son Littleton joined in a deed to 
Thomas Littleton Savage for 550 acres which was described as 
being—“the balance left of the 1000 acres left by Capt. John 
Savage to John and Frances Savage.” This land is the site of 
the present house known as Elkington. 

It has been said that Savage started building the house for a 
daughter in 1799 but when she died he lost interest and in June 
of that year he and his wife Margaret deeded—“44534 acres on 
Savage’s Creek or the Gulph” to John Stratton, who either fin- 
ished or entirely built the house. Stratton came from a family 
of that name who lived just across the Neck near the head of 
Cherrystone Creek and his ancestral home became known as 
‘Old Castle’ while his own place was for a while called ‘New 
House’ or ‘New Castle.’ 


Stratton married Lucy Digges from the Western Shore and 
he was a member of Congress from 1801 until his death in 1804 
at the early age of thirty-five. He died in Norfolk and is buried 
in the Churchyard of old St. Paul’s although his wife rests in 
the family burying ground at Elkington and his will requested 
his own burial there. Possibly transportation problems of the 
times prevented his wishes being carried out. 

In 1836 Mrs. Stratton sold the property to her grandson, 
Alfred Parker, from whom it went to his sister Sarah Parker 
Upshur and then to her son Judge Henry L. Upshur. Perhaps 
few of the present generation realize what a ‘horsey’ section the 
Shore was prior to the days of automobiles, but many of the 
residents owned racing stables and it also was a favorite training 
ground because of the generally mild winters. In the old days 
Judge Upshur not only operated his own stable but trained as 
well and in 1887 he laid out a half mile track at Elkington 
which was such a success that he was called upon to lay out four 
other tracts by that number of his friends. 
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In 1927 Judge Upshur sold the property to Mr. and Mrs. 
W. C. Scott with whom he continued to live until 1929 when 
they sold to the present owner Mrs. Evelyn V. Willing of Cher- 
rystone and Philadelphia. She is a direct descendant of the 
first Thomas Savage so that this part of his holdings has come 
back into the family once more. 


After a year of research Mrs. Willing began a restoration of 
the house and grounds and it is now one of the show places on 
the Shore. She has redecorated the interior and furnished the 
house with a rare lot of antique furniture, and while she does 
not occupy it herself she keeps a caretaker there and uses it for 
a guest house and also very kindly allows the Woman’s Club to 
use it for occasional luncheons and other meetings. 


The house sets in a large grove of lovely trees, including many 
oak, mahogany, pecan, etc., and near the old family burial 
ground is an enormous pecan tree which must be as old and 
large as any of its kind in the country. Between the house and 
the water (The Gulf) the paths of the old garden have been 
relaid with young Box bushes and other planting done so that 
in time the garden will be much as it was a hundred or more 
years ago. 


The main part of the house bears a marked resemblance to 
Eyre Hall and as they are contemporaries it is probable that the 
two were designed by the same builder or architect. The cross 
hall at the end has doors both front and rear with the customary 
Eastern Shore porches and it also has another door in the end 
wall which gives access to a two-story porch. All three doors 
are large and massive and are paneled on the outside and 
obliquely battened on the inside. They have three sets of heavy 
H and L hinges and large brass locks which require two turnings 
of the key to throw the bolt. The hall has old French hand- 
painted wall paper depicting scenes of a stag hunt. It extends 
all around the hall, without duplication of scene, and ends with 
the stag at bay above the stair landing. At the time of the 
restoration this paper was in a very bad condition but it was 
carefully retouched and preserved by Miss M. Kate Savage, 
who also traces her ancestry back to Ensign Thomas Savage. 
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The paint has been removed from the paneling in the Parlor 
and Library to show the fine old heart pine woodwork under- 
neath. The woodwork of the second floor has been retinted in 
the light colors so popular in the south, each room having a dif- 
ferent shade, and reproductions of old wall papers have been 
used throughout the house. 
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NOTES FROM THE RECORDS of STAFFORD 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA, ORDER BOOKS 


(Continued ) 





Published Under the Auspices of the Virginians in the 
City of New York 





At a Court held for the County of Stafford February the 
11th 1691/2. 


Capt. Malachy Peale Mr. Philip Buckner 
Mr. Edward Thomason Mr. Robert Alexander 
Capt. John Withers Mr. Richard Fossaker 
Mr. Matt Thompson Justices. 


Standard to be removed—Ordered that the Sheriff shall im- 
mediately remove the Standard from the house of Coll. Wil- 
liam Fitzhugh unto the house of Capt. Malachy Peale within 
the Town or Port for this County according to act of Assembly. 


Prison to be built—Forasmuch as it was represented to this 
Court by Capt. George Mason high sheriff of this County that 
it was necessary for the building of a Prison and that Speedily 
and the Court considering the full weightinesse of the matter 
and knowing the necessity of the same for the Restraint and 
close keeping of Prisoners committed to the Sheriff’s charge 
and whereas the said Capt. George Mason did come into 
Court and assume to build a prison house of these following 
dimensions vizt.—of twelve foot square Eight foot Pitch with 
Locust posts Twelve Inches Square Studded with Locust Stoods 
three foot in the ground four inches in with a good Plank doore 
of Two inch Plank well lind with a good and Substantial lock 
and key. One window with three Iron Barrs made very strong 
and to find all manner of Timber Iron worke Carpenters worke 
and all manner of materials and diet with other charges for 
which he is to be paid five thousand Pounds of Tobacco in 
Cask out of the County Levy to be paid next year alsoe tis fur- 
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ther ordered that the said Capt. George Mason shall cause the 
said Prison to be erected and built to the East Side of the 
Court house near adjoyning within the Precincts and Liberties 
of the two acres appotd. for the County Land. 


Pillory to be bwilt—Ordered that Capt. George Mason high 
Sheriff of this County shall immediately prepare and build a 
good Stronge and Substantial Pair of Stocks Whipping Post 
and Pillory and to be paid for the same out of the next County 
Levy to be laid for the next County according to the Rates as 
was allowed formerly. 


Haworth’s Petition—John Haworth son of John Haworth 
late of this County deced. made humble petition to this Court 
shewing that whereas your Petrs. father when he died left 
your Petr. and his Sister Isabella by his last Will and Testa- 
ment Two third Parts of his Personal Estate by vertue of 
which the said Isabella your Petrs. said Sister had good 
Right to the said Estate soe left her but soe it is may it please 
your worships that the said Isabella died in her Minoritie and 
her said Estate is yet unadministered on, wherefore your Petr. 
as her own and sole Brother, and consequently next of kin 
Prayes Letters of administration of all and Singular his said 
Sister Isabella Haworth her Estate he being ready to give Se- 
curity as the Law Requires. 


Granted. And the Court having fully Thoroughly and 
maturely considered the Premises and finding the Legally and 
Equitaglenesse of the Same doe accordingly order that the 
said John Haworth being next of kin to his said Sister Isa- 
bella and consequently has more right to the Estate formerly 
belonging to her, shall have administration on the said Estate 
Provided he give good Security and Enter into bond to per- 
form what the Law directs Touching the said Estate. 


Securities. Capt. George Brent and Mr. Francis Ham- 
mersley came into Court and became Securities with the said 
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John Haworth Touching the dve administration of his said 
Sisters Estate as the Law directs. 


Lowther to be Summoned—Ordered that the Sheriff shall 
Summons James Lowther of this County to the next Court to 
answer the complaint of Mr. Mathew Thompson concerning the 
Estate of Gerrard Lowther late deced and Executed in the 
hands of the said James Lowther and if he then shall refuse 
to appear that then Judgment shall Passe against him as Pro 
Confesso for the said debt soe executed in his hands as afore- 
said and shall be fined for his contempt of the Courts order. 


Hunt's Petition—Francis Hunt who intermarried with Isabel 
the daughter of Thomas Derricke made humble complaint to 
this Court Shewing that Thomas Odenell late of this County 
deced did by his last Will and Testament give and bequeath 
to the said Isabel Derrick as aforesaid and now your Petrs. 
wife fifty acres of Land belonging to that Tract or dividend 
of Land whereon Edmund Kelly now Liveth as p the said 
Thomas Odenells last Will and Testament here in Court ready 
in Court to be produced will more fully and largely appear, 
wherefore your Petr. in Right of his said Wife humbly Prays 
this Worshipful Court to grant him an order to the intent he 
may Survey and Lay out the fifty acres of land according to the 
Will and bequest of the deced he being ready to Pay for the 
said Survey and all other charges incumbent thereon. 


Granted. And the Court having fully and maturely con- 
sidered the Premises and the Legallity thereof doe accordingly 
order, Therefore that the said Francis Hunt may have Liberty 
and that the Surveyor of the County Court shall Lay out the 
Said fifty Acres of Land betwixt this and the next Court ac- 
cording to the gift and bequest of the said Thomas Odenell 
deced Provided that the said Hunt doe not disturbe the Pos- 
session of Anne Odenell the widow and Relict of the said 
Thomas Odenell either in her right of Dower & Right of Legacy 
from her said husband as afsd. he the said Hunt paying Costs. 
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Brents Petition—Capt. George Brent humbly complaining 
sheweth that Thomas Odenell late of this County deced did by 
his last Will and Testament give and bequeath unto Geo. Brent 
the eldest son of your Petr. Two hundred acres of Land be- 
longing to that tract or dividend of Land whereon Edmond 
Kelly now Liveth as p the said Thomas Odenells last Will and 
Testament here in Court ready to be Produced will more fully 
and largely appear, wherefore your Petr. as Proehename to his 
said Son humbly Prays this worshipful Court to grant him an 
order to the intent he may Survey and Lay out the said Two 
hundred Acres of Land according to the Will and bequest of 
the said deced he being ready to Pay for the said Survey and 
all other charges incumbent thereon. 


Granted. And the Court having fully and Maturely Con- 
sidered the Premisses and the Legallity thereof doe accordingly 
order and therefore tis ordered that the said Capt. Geo. Brent 
may have Liberty in Right of his son and that the Surveyor 
of the County shall between this and the next Court Lay out 
the said Two hundred Acres of Land according to the gift 
and bequest of the said Thomas Odenell deced Provided that 
he the said George Brent nor his sonne doe not disturb the 
Possession of Anne Odenell, the widow and Relict of the said 
Thomas Odenell Either in Right of Dower and Right of Legacy, 
from her said husband as aforesaid he the said George Brent 
Paying Costs. 


Kellys Petition—Edmund Kelly humbly complaining Shew- 
eth that Thomas Odenell late of this County deced did by his 
last Will and Testament give and bequeath unto Wilford Kelly 
one of the sons of your Petr. fifty Acres of Land belonging 
to that Tract or dividend of Land whereon your Petr. now 
liveth as p the said Thomas Odenells last Will and Testament 
here in Court ready to be Produced will more fully and Largely 
appear, wherefore your Petr. as Prochename to his said son 
humbly Prays this Worshipful Court to grant him an order, to 
the intent he may Survey and Lay out the said fifty Acres of 
Lande according to the will and bequest of the said deced. he 
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being ready to Pay for the said Survey, and all other charges 
incumbent thereon. 


Granted.—And the Court having fully and Maturely con- 
sidered the Premises and the Legallity thereof doe accordingly 
order, Therefore tis ordered that the said Edmond Kelly may 
have Liberty in Right of his Son and that the Surveyor of the 
County shall between this and the next Court lay out the said 
fifty Acres of Land according to the gift & bequest of the said 
Thomas Odenell deced Provided that the said Edmond Kelly 
nor his Son do not disturb the Possession of Anne Odenell the 
widow and Relict of the said Thomas Odenell either in her 
Right of Dower and Right of Legacy from her said husband 
as afsd. 


Pates Petition—Thoroughgood Pate humbly complaining 
sheweth that Thomas Odenell late of this County deced did by 
his last Will and Testament give and bequeath unto your Petr. 
fifty Acres of Land being part of that tract or dividend of 
land whereon Edmond Kelly now Liveth as p the said 
Thomas Odenells last Will and Testament here in Court 
Ready to be Produced will more fully and Largely appear, 
Wherefore your Petitioner humbly Prays this worshipful 
Court to grant him an order to the intent he may Survey and 
Lay out the said fifty Acres of Land according to the will and 
bequest of the said deced he being ready to Pay for the said 
Survey and all other charges incumbent thereon. 


Granted. And the Court having fully and Maturely Con- 
sidered the Premises and the Legality thereof doe accordingly 
order Therefore tis ordered that the said Thoroughgood Pate 
may have Liberty and that the Surveyor of the County shall 
between this and the next Court Lay out the said fifty Acres 
of Land according to the gift and bequest of the said Thomas 
Odenell deced, Provided that the said Thoroughgood Pate 
doe not disturb the Possession of Anne Odenell the widow 
and Relict of the said Thomas Odenell either in her Right 
of Dower and Right of Legacy from her said husband as 
afsd. he the said Thoroughgood Pate paying Costs. 
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At a Court held for the County of Stafford February the 
12th 1691/2. 
Present: Capt. Malachy Peale 
Mr. Edward Thomason Capt. John Withers 


Mr. Robert Alexander 
Justices 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford February the 13th, 
1691/2. 
Present: Capt. Malachy Peale 


Mr. Edward Thomason Mr. Robert Alexander 
Mr. Matthew Thompson Mr. Richard Fossaker 
Justices 


Downing Etc. Sworn. Mr. William Downing and John Mat- 
thews came into Court and did take the Oaths appointed by act 
of Parliament instead of the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy 
and the Oaths of grand jury for this County in the Room and 
Stead of Mr. Robert Alexander and Mr. Philip Buckner and 
are to Serve until March Court next or until a new grand jury 
are chosen and Sworne. 


Stafford Ss. Ata meeting of the Justices and Malitia officers 
at the Court house the 9th day of March 1691/2 called by Vertue 
of an order and Precept from the Right honourable their majes- 
ties Lieut. Governor and honourable Council of State dated at 
James Citty January the 28th 1691/2. In a Tryal of the In- 
dians which were taken and Brought into the Custody of Capt. 
George Mason high sheriff of this County by Lieut. David 
Straham Lieut. of the Rangers. 


Present: Capt. Malachy Peale 


Capt. George Mason Left. Sampson Darrell 
Capt. Martin Scarlet Ensn. Thomas Gilson 
Mr. Richard Fossaker Mr. Matt. Thompson 
Ensn. Joseph Sumner Mr. Robert Alexander 
Capt. John Withers Capt. William Downing 
Mr. Philip Buckner Ensn. John West 


Left. David Straham of the Rangers 
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Indians to be Releast. The order of the Right Honourable 
their majesties Lieut. Governour and honourable council of 
State to the above Justices and Malitia officers being duly read 
and maturely Considered in this Court and the said Indians be- 
ing by George Mason brought into this Court with Tohooka 
and Tetinquam Two of the great men of the Namjeteco (Non- 
jaticos) with David Wheatly Interpreter of this Northern Neck 
and Satisfaction being of him demanded of the said Six Indians 
for the Injuries by them done, the said two great men of the 
Namjeticoes did then produce and pay down two hundred Arms 
Length of Round Oak as payment for the said mare soe killed 
by them which said Round Oake is now in the Custody and 
Possession of the said Capt. George Mason there to remain till 
further order from the Right honourable the Lieut. Governour 
and honourable Council of State and after being further de- 
manded by the said David Wheatly Interpreter as afsd. what 
Securities they could give for their future fidelity and due 
obedience to their Majesties Government the said two great men 
Tehooka and Tetinquam did then and there promise and as- 
sume to be Securities for the Six Strange Indians that they 
Should ever forever hereafter behave themselves in all manner of 
peace and obedience towards this their Majesties Government 
and that they shall pay Tribute with the said Majesties Indians 
and Sit down in peace with them. Therefore tis the opinion of 
this Court that the said Six Indians may be released and set at 
Liberty from their Imprisonment and that Capt. George Mason 
deliver them their guns and other Truck which was accordingly 
done, and the Said Indians went away with the afsd. two great 
men of the Namjetecoes and also tis further ordered that the 
clerke make a due Return of these proceedings with the said 
Indians to the Right Honourable the Left. Governour and 
honourable Council of State to the next General Court to be 
held at James Citty. 
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At a Court held for the County of Stafford March the 9th 


1691/2. 
Present: Capt. Malachy Peale 


Mr. Edward Thomason Mr. John Harvie 

Mr. Matt. Thompson Mr. Richard Fossaker 

Mr. Robt. Alexander Mr. Philip Buckner 
Justices 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford March the 10th 


1691/2. 
Present: Capt. Malachy Peale 


Capt. John Withers Mr. Richard Fossaker 
Mr. Matt. Thompson Mr. Robert Alexander 
Capt. Martin Scarlet Mr. Philip Buckner 


Mr. John Harvey 

Justices 
Parker v. Reynolds. Jonathan Parker who intermarried the 
relict and Executrix of Richard Mildmay late of this County 
deced complaining Sheweth that John Reynolds late of this 
County Stands Justly indebted to the plt in his qualification afsd. 
the sum of Eighteen hundred and Seventy pounds of Tobacco 
in Caske and the said Reynolds having absented himself out of 
this County So that the ordinary course in Law Could not be 
had against him the plt. attached the Estate of the said Rey- 

nolds, and humbly Prays Judgment for the same with Costs. 


The Court is adjourned Till Tomorrow morning Eight of 
the Clock. 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford March the 11th 
1691/2. 
Present: Capt. Malachy Peale 
Capt. John Withers Mr. Robert Alexander 
Capt. Martin Scarlet Mr. Richard Fossaker 


Mr. John Harvey 
Justices 


Potomack Ferry. Whereas Capt. John Withers who in No- 
vember Court last did assume to keep the Ferry over Potomack 
creek for the ensueing year and an order was then passed for the 
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same and now finding Since by many Pregnant and Sufficient 
reasons that the same would be very Prejudicial and injurious 
to him he Living soe remote and far away from the said 
Ferry, and Mr. John Waugh comeing into Court and assumed 
to undertake and keep the said Ferry over Potomack Creek 
as afsd. for the Ensueing year for the said sum of Four thous- 
and pounds of Tobacco as aforesaid it is therefore ordered by 
this Court that the said Mr. John Waugh may have Licence to 
keep the said Ferry over Potomack Creek as afsd. for the en- 
sueing year according to the Contract and agreement made in 
the afsd. Specified Order Provided that he do and shall find 
Provide and keep a good sounde and substantial Boat fit to 
ferry and Carry over man and horse with a good and able hand 
or hands to tend the same Ferry the Year to commence and 
begin from the date of this order and that the said Mr. John 
Waugh shall be Satisfied and paid the sum of Four thousand 
pounds of Tobacco out of the County Levy for the Ensueing 
Year. Capt. John Withers giving his Trouble and charge to 
the County from November last. 


At a Court held for the Publick Claims in the County of 
Stafford on the 11th day of March 1691/2 at the Court house. 


Present: Capt Malachy Peale 


Capt. John Withers Mr. Robert Alexander 
Capt. Martin Scarlet Mr. Richard Fossaker 


Mr. John Harvey 
Justices 


Wests Claime. Whereas Mr. John West did Exhibit to this 
Court his account for the sum of four thousand Eight hundred 
pounds of Tobacco for his Entertaining of about thirty five 
English and thirty Indians in August three daies in the year 
1689, the same English Soldiers being sent up by an order of 
the president and Council that very year past upon the appre- 
hensions of some danger of the Incursion of the Indians upon 
the Frontier Inhabitants of this Northern Neck and forasmuch 
as it doth appear that the said John West had been at great 
trouble and charge in Entertaining the said Soldiers and Indians 
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as afsd. and this Court having caused the act for Publick Claims 
to be read, and maturely and considerately weighing the said 
act doe all unanimously agree and concurr that the said Mr. 
John West may be allowed Two thousand Eight hundred 
pounds of Tobacco out of his said account for his Expense and 
Trouble afsd. if the Right honourable their Majesties Lieut. 
Governour the honourable Council of State and honourable 
house of Burgesses shall at the next assembly think meet and 
convenient and have therefore ordered the Clerk to return the 
same with his Certificate by our present Burgesses to the next 
assembly according as the Law hath in that case made and Pro- 
vided. 

Strahams Claime. Whereas Lieut. David Straham did Ex- 
hibit to this Court his petition and account wherein he did set 
forth and shew that he had been at great charge and Trouble in 
ferrying and carrying over men and horses as well Soldiers as 
others from the 5th of April to October last and had never reced 
any Satisfaction for the same neither from the Publick or Coun- 
ty and this Court having caused the said act to be read and ma- 
turely and considerately weighing the same and well knowing 
the great Trouble and charge he hath been at in ferrying and 
carrying over Soldiers and others upon all publick business 
for this three years last past and being well assured that he the 
said Left. Straham hath not received any Pay or Satisfaction 
from the Publick or County The Court therefore all unani- 
mously agree and Concurre that the said Left. David Straham 
may be allowed Two thousand pounds of Tobacco for his 
Charges and Trouble in ferrying and carrying over men and 
horses over Occoquan during the time afsd. if the Right hon- 
ourable their majesties Lieut. Governour and the honourable 
Council of State and the honourable house of Burgesses shall 
think it meet and convenient and have therefore ordered the 
Clerke to return the same with his Certificate by our prsent Bur- 
gsses to this next assembly according as the Law hath in that 
case made and Provided. 


Peales Claime. Forasmuch as Capt. Malachy Peale late high 
Sheriff of this County did Exhibit his account to this Court 














30 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


wherein he did Set forth and declare for the sum of Two 
thousand four hundred pounds of Tobacco for his charge and 
Trouble in the year 1689 for apprehending an indian and sending 
him downe with boat and hands to the honourable Nicos. Spen- 
cer Esqr. and for his apprehending George Mason one of the 
supposed Murtherers of the late Collector in Maryland in the 
year 1690—and for his charge and trouble in carrying down 
the Indian which made his escape from the Senecas to the 
Right honourable their majesties Lieut. Governour the last 
year 1691 and for his Trouble and charge in sending for David 
Wheatley the Interpreter and the Court having Perused the 
said account and well knowing the Justnesse thereof and that 
he has been at the Trouble and charge as afsd. The Court doe 
therefore agree and Concurre that the said Capt. Malachy Peale 
may be allowed Two thousand pounds of Tobacco out of his 
aforesd. account for his Trouble and Charge as afsd. accord- 
ing to the Rules and directions of the former orders. 


Cropper’s Claime. Forasmuch as Robert Cropper did Ex- 
hibit his petition to this Court wherein he did Set forth and de- 
clare that he had been sent down in a message by Capt. Malachy 
Peale & Capt. George Mason deputy commanders in chief un- 
to the Right honourable their majesties Lieut. Governor and 
honourable Council of State in the Countries Service and after 
being there was employed by the Rt. honourable the Lieut. 
Governour to warne in the Council concerning the Six Strange 
Indians taken and brought into the Custody of the aforesaid 
Capt. George Mason and the court being fully Satisfied of his 
great Trouble and pain in the aforesaid Journey in the depth 
of Winter doe therefore allow the Said Robert Cropper one 
thousand pounds of Tobacco for the same according to the 
Rules and directions of the aforesaid orders. 


Smiths Claime. Forasmuch as Stephen Smith did Exhibit 
his petition and Left. David Straham of the Rangers certificate 
for a Saddle taken from him by order of the said Straham for 
the use of one of the Ranging Indians and in the Countrey Ser- 
vice, which said Saddle he the said Straham caused to be ap- 
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praised, the which was done at three hundred pounds of to- 
bacco and the Court being fully Satisfied with the Truth of the 
same, do therefore allow the said Stephen Smith three hundred 
pounds of Tobacco for his Saddle as aforesaid according to 
the Rules and directions of the aforesaid orders. 


Masons Claime. Forasmuch as Capt. George Mason high 
sheriff of this County did Exhibit his accounts to this Court 
wherein he did Set forth and declare that he had been at great 
charge and Trouble in Keeping and maintaining of the Six 
Strange Indians wch. was taken and brought into this Countrey 
on the 25th day of November and Continued in Prison and 
Confinement to this very day being in all one hundred and six 
dayes by order of the Right honourable their majests Lieut. 
Governour and honourable Council of State which in all by his 
account amounted to the Sum of Twenty Thousand pounds of 
Tobacco and whereas it did fully appeare to this Court that 
the said Capt. George Mason has been at great and extream 
Trouble and charge not onely in Keeping and maintaining the 
Said Indians but also of the great Resort of other of our 
Neighboring Indians to them it being of an absolute necessity 
for such their commerce with the Strange Indians as alsoe the 
continual charge of keeping a guard over them all the time all 
which being knowne to the greatest and best part of the inhabi- 
tants of this County and soe fully represented to this Court, 
the Court doe therefore all unanimously conclude and concurre 
that the said Capt. George Mason may be allowed the said sum 
of Twenty thousand pounds of Tobacco for his great Trouble 
Care and Expences for the Keeping and Maintaining these said 
Indians as aforesaid according to the Rules and directions of 
the aforesaid orders. 


Williams Claime. Forasmuch as Richard Williams did Ex- 
hibit his petition to this Court wherein he did Set forth and 
declare that he had been Sent down in a message by Capt. 
Malachy Peale and Capt George Mason deputy Commanders 
in chief for this County unto the Right honourable their Majes- 
ties Lieut. Governour and honourable Council of State in the 
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Countrey Service for and concerning the Six Strange Indians 
taken and brought into the custody of the afsd. Capt. George 
Mason high Sheriff of this County and the Court being fully 
Satisfied of this great Trouble and Losse of his horse in Riding 
the afsd. Journey in the depth of Winter do therefore allow the 
said Richard Williams Eight hundred pounds of Tobacco for 
the same according to the Rules and directions of the aforesaid 
orders. 


At a Court held for Stafford County March the 11th, 1691/2. 
Present: Capt. Malachy Peale 


Capt. John Withers Mr. Robert Alexander 
Capt. Martin Scarlet Mr. Richard Fossaker 
Mr. John Harvey 

Justices 


Grand Jury Sworn. Jonathan Parker, Samuel Whitson, 
Francis Waddington, Henman Salle, Anthony Williams, Mat- 
thew Gosse, William Betty, Abraham Farrow, John Higgison, 
Phillip Alexander, John Storey, William Waller and James 
Johnson was this day sworne of the Grand Jury for this County. 


Bland v. Gregge. Theodrick Bland humbly complaining 
Sheweth that the plt. was sent for last Spring 1691/2 by Mr. 
Thomas Gregge Senr. to lay out a tract of Land in dispute be- 
tween him the said Gregge Senr. and Mr. John Waugh minister 
where the plt. accordingly came to doe his office but was forbid 
by the said John Waugh who said that the Lande was his and 
he’de break the chain upon which the said Thomas Gregge bid 
the plt. proceed and stretch his chain and he would pay him 
upon which word of the said Thomas Gregge the plt. according 
to his duty of his office, proceeded and Strecht his chain which 
was immediately taken up and Cut in Two by the said John 
Waugh by which means the Survey was stopt and the plt. dis- 
abled from further proceeding after which the plt. demanded 
his pay of the said Thomas Gregg it being four hundred and 
ninety pounds of Tobacco and Caske, according to the Laws 
and Customs of this Colony but was denyed payment for which 
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the plt. hath brought his action to this Court and humbly Prayes 
Judgmt. with Costs of Suite. 


Judgment. And now forasmuch as the said Theodrick Blande 
the plt. did Justly make appear his said debt to be due as afore- 
said from the said Thomas Gregge Senr. the deft. Therefore 
tis ordered that the said Thomas Gregge Senr. shall make pres- 
ent payment of the Said Sum of Four hundred and ninety 
pounds of Tobacco unto the Said Theodrick Bland with Costs 
als Execution. 


(To be continued) 
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LETTERS FROM OLD TRUNKS 





From the “Lee Papers” among the Collections of the Society. 





Saturday Morning, April 13, 1804. 


I broke open my letter this morning to see whether it con 
tained anything objectionable, and there is no part of it which 
I like ; I wish it was gone, for it is two chances to one whether 
I do not retail it after all. I think I might have known better 
how to spell “mummery”, and I cannot conceive what could 
have put so foolish an idea into my head as the possibility of an 
accident on my way to Norfolk! I believe I shall never experi- 
ence many accidents of much importance except those which 
may be produced by my own temperament, and want of care. 


I went last night, incog, to the Theatre, and took a seat among 
the “Braughtons” in the Gallery. It was late when I got there; 
one of the pieces they were acting was called “The Shipwreck”, 
the name of the other I have forgotten. It was entertaining 
enough to hear the observations of the company among whom 
I sat. Behind a transparent curtain the Comedians were 
flashing powder, rolling a cannon ball, and pouring rice—a 
piece of pasteboard, formed in imitation of a hulk, was agitated 
along the canvass, and all this was intended to represent the 
convulsions of a ship, in a storm of thunder, lightning, wind 
and rain; presently she sunk, “and we ne’er saw her more”. 
Then came the sailors on the stage who had saved themselves 
from the sea, blowing very hard and almost out of breath after 
their swimming frolic, and all of them as dry and as clean as 
if they had just dressed for Church! My neighbors declared 
all this to be very natural and very grand, and I would not 
endeavor to lessen their amusement by dissenting. By this 
time a fat squabby Actress of the name of Shaw appeared; 
she ranted and bellowed until she was hoarse, and this foolery 
had almost brought tears into their eyes. 

Poor creatures! how many and how different are the ave- 
nues to happiness, in the different grades of society! The 
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eye of him who affects to have taste loaths with abhorrence 
and disgust those blots as he thinks them, which poor un- 
lettered simplicity views as beauty spots in the scene; and, 
when a thought, conceived in all the richness of fancy, and 
dressed in all the magnificence of language, bursts with dazzling 
splendor, on the astonished classical Auditor,—the lowly Cit, 
unconscious of its import, glances over it without remark, and 
wishes the Players would get on to something else. 

After the Play was over I slipped into the Tiring Room, 
and attained from Mr. Reinagle the Pieces which he had pre- 
pared, but which, in the hurry of the evening, he had delayed 
sending. I must do Mr. Braham the justice to say, that the 
words in “Love and Glory” are very well; I am too much de- 
voted to Burns to judge impartially of “The Thorn”, and I 
owe too much to Mr. Reinagle’s politeness to criticise on his 
compositions—I think them tolerably good. 

I dreamed last night that you were very ill, and that Doctor 
Dick said you could not be cured without amputating an arm; 
(how ridiculous!) but I put no faith in dreams, and I am told 
that the interpretion of them calculate on the converse of the 
dream itself. I therefore trust that you are very well, and that 
Doctor Dick will let your arm alone, and in this persuasion I 
have the honor of subscribing myself, 


Very respectfully, 
and very sincerely, 
Your most obt Servant 


Saml. D. Purviance 


Miss Cornelia Lee.! 
Reverse: Miss Cornelia Lee, Bellevue 





1The daughter of William and Hannah Philippa (Ludwell) Lee, 
born at Brussells, March 3, 1780, d. 1815, married Oct. 16, 1806, John 
Hopkins, Esq., of Richmond, Va. 
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The following excerpts from letters referring to 
General Lee were contributed by Mrs. W. W. Archer, 
of Richmond, and as this is the birth month of Gen- 
eral Lee we think it not inappropriate to publish them 
at this time. 


“A splendid intellect, and a great heart in a noble form,— 
instinctive rectitude, modest unselfishness, artless courage ;— 
this was General Lee, the friend of Humanity. Such a charac- 
ter no people, age, or clime can claim as wholly their own. It 
is a possession, and glory of the human race. 

Jno. W. Daniel! 
Jany 1890” 


“To my mind the greatness of Robert E. Lee lay in the ad- 
mirable balance of his powers and the integrity of his character. 
In the long run the world recognizes this harmony of qualities 
in large endowment as superior to excessive brilliancy in one 
direction. Besides, he had the genius to be loved. As a soldier 
he commanded everywhere respect and admiration, and history 
must say that he excited less personal enmity than almost any 
other conspicuous actor in a civil war. 

Charles Dudley Warner? 
Hartford Jan. 15, 1890.” 


“No man should hesitate to bear testimony to the reputation 
of General Robert E. Lee as one of the greatest soldiers of 
the civil War. 

But for his generalship the Southern Confederacy would no 
doubt have sooner broken up, and he kept his army together 
under circumstances that would have appalled almost any other 
leader. 

General Lee accepted the situation after Appomattox in 





1 John Warwick Daniel (1842-1910), the “Lame Lion”, of the Senate. 
Wounded at the Battle of the Wilderness. Graduate of University of 
Virginia 1865/6. United States Senator from Virginia, 1887-1910. 

2Charles Dudley Warner (1829-1900) Essayist, Editor, Novelist, a 
descendant of Andrew Warner who settled in Massachusetts in 1632. 
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the true spirit which characterized all his actions, and I feel 
sure that when he died he had the respect of every Northern 
soldier and sailor to say nothing of the thousands of citizens 
who admired his private character. 
David D. Porter® 
Admiral 

Washington, D. C. 

January 18, 1890.” 


“T know not that my idea of Gen Lee’s character can be bet- 
ter expressed than in these lines from Wordsworth. 
W. H. Milburn‘ 


"Whose high endeavors were an inward light, 
That made the path before him always bright . . . 
Whose powers shed round him in the common strife, 
Or mild concerns of ordinary life, 

A constant influence, a peculiar grace. . . 

Who through the heat of conflict kept the law 

In calmness made & saw what he foresaw: 

Or if an unexpected call succeed, 

Come when it would, was equal to the need. 

He who though thus endued as with a sense 
And faculty for storm & turbulence, 

Is yet a soul whose master bias leans 

To home felt pleasures & to gentle scenes ; 

Sweet images which where so e’er he be 

Are ever at his heart, & such fidelity 

It is his darling passion to approve ; 

More brave for this, that he hath much to love’.” 





3 David Dixon Porter (1813-1891) long active in the Militia State 
Navy saw service in Mexico, the Mediterranean and War Between the 
States, being made Admiral in the U. S. Navy in 1870. 

4 William Henry Milburn (1823-1903) Blind Chaplain of the House of 
Representatives 1845. Chaplain to Congress 1853, House of Repre- 
sentatives 1885 and to the Senate 1893. 
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OUT-OF-THE-WAY TOMBSTONES 


By ARTHUR AND ELIZABETH GRAY. 


In our search for historical material, we have traveled through 
the counties comprising the Tidewater section of the original 
New Kent County, covering this territory closely. 

That area embraces, besides the present New Kent, the 
counties of King William and King and Queen and parts of 
Hanover and Caroline. 

This section was probably more thickly settled with prom- 
inent families in pre-Revolutionary times than any other part 
of Virginia. But to an unusual degree, the old homes have dis- 
appeared, or are falling in ruins, and in many important cases 
the sites of these homes are difficult to locate. 

Many of the old churches have gone too. But when a site, 
either of a home or of a church is located, it is. probable that 
somewhere near there can be found the remains of an old 
burying ground with slab tombstones and still legible inscrip- 
tions. 

These stones may be broken and scattered, or it may be that 
some excavation is required to discover any portion of them. 

It is planned to publish periodically the inscriptions found on 
some the these old stones. 

Together with the inscription will be included a short ac- 
count of the home and family represented : 


No. I.—RicHArD CorBIN: 

Richard Corbin was the King’s Receiver-General during the 
stormy years that preceded the outbreak of the Revolution. 
His home in King and Queen County, on the Mattapony River, 
was known as “Laneville”. There are evidences that this was 
the longest house ever built in Colonial Virginia. 

There is a tradition that Richard and his wife, not being on 
good terms, lived apart, one in each end of this long house. It 
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is said that occasionally when Richard would want to pay his 
wife a visit of state, he would order his coach and four and 
drive the long distance from his quarters to those of his wife. 

A proverbial expression today in King and Queen County 
is “As rich as Dick Corbin.” 

Richard was the son of Gawin Corbin, who married Catherine, 
a daughter of Ralph Wormley of “Rosegill,” Middlesex County. 
Gawin’s home was known as “Buckingham,” (now disappeared ) 
in Middlesex County on the Rappahannock River. It was 
here that Richard was born in 1715. He married Betty Tayloe 
of “Mt. Airy” and went from Buckingham over to King and 
Queen and built “Laneville,” (also disappeared). When he 
died, he was buried near the old home “Buckingham.” 

A few hundred yards from the site of the main house on the 
Buckingham estate, in a body of woods, one stumbles on a 
number of fragments, the remains of three or four slab tomb- 
stones. One of these stones bears the following inscription: 


(Coat of Arms) 
Here lies the Body 
of the Hon. Richard Corbin Esq., 
who departed this life on the 20th 
of May 1790 aged 76 years. 
and alfo of 
Mrs. Betty Corbin his Lady 
who died on the 13th May 1784 
Aged 65 years. 


No. 2.—MEREDITH. 

A few miles up the Mattapony river above West Point, is 
“Dixon,” a small though lovely example of Colonial archi- 
tecture, still standing in good condition. 

This place was owned by William Meredith whose tombstone 
can be found about 150 yards from the house. 

The inscription was difficult to decipher, but after several 
attempts by different persons, the following was agreed upon 
as the correct reading: 
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To the memory of 
Mr. William Meredith, whose 
humanity, strict integrity 
and honour secured to 
him the friendship 
of all that knew him 
who departed this life 
the 10th of 
November 1760, in 
the 56th year of his 
age 
Also of his inconsol- 
able consort, Mrs. 
Lettuce Meredith of 
exemplary life and virtue 
who departed this life 
the 6th of April, 1766 
in the 62nd year of 
her age. 


William Meredith was a vestryman and Church Warden of 
the “New Church” of Stratton Major, which was built on 
Richard Corbin’s land and was the largest and finest church of 
the Colonial period in Virginia. 

It is thought that this William Meredith was of the same 
family as Colonel Samuel Meredith of the Hanover Volunteers, 
who married the sister of Patrick Henry. 

The present Baptist Church in West Point is built on the site 
of an old Church of England building. On these grounds there 
is a tombstone to George Meredith, who died in 1728. This 
George was probably a brother of William Meredith. 

William’s son, Samuel, married Christina Gregory, a des- 
cendant of Lord Delaware. 


No. 3.—ANDERSON. 


In the yard of the White House, on the Pamunkey river, the 
home of Martha Dandridge Custis at the time that she became 
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Mrs. George Washington, there is a flat tombstone which reads : 


James Anderson 
who Died March 12th, 1807 
Aged 62 years 
and 
Helen Anderson 
His Wife 
Who Died November 30th 1809 
aged 62 years 
and 
James Anderson 
their son 
who Died May 14, 1815 
aged 31 years 
This tribute of respect is 
erected by their Son and Brother 


This tombstone is found about 75 yards from the founda- 
tions of the original White House. 


In an obituary of Mrs. Margaret Anderson Young of Rich- 
mond, which was published in the Daily Dispatch of June 2, 
1882, the following facts about the Anderson family were 
given : 

James Anderson, with his wife and children, sailed to this 
country and landed in Norfolk, Va., in 1790. Mr. Anderson 
was for several years employed at Mount Vernon and was a 
trusted friend of Washington and was present at his death in 
1799, 

Mrs. Young remembered seeing Washington riding forth to 
the fields on a rainy day just preceding the illness which resulted 
in his death. 

In her family Bible, which Mrs. Young cherished as her 
dearest possession there was an entry showing that her father 
managed the Custis estate “White House,” in 1806. In that 
same year, Margaret Anderson was united in marriage with 
Richard Young, Parson Blair officiating. The entry states that 
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the “marriage ceremony was performed in the very room where 
Washington was married to the charming Widow Custis.” 


Among the fond recollections of guests at Mount Vernon, 
after Washington’s retirement, was a superbly mellow rye 
whiskey. “This rye was distilled at Mount Vernon under the 
skilled hand of James Anderson, the General’s chief overseer, 
who had learned the art in Scotland.” 


No 4.—Macon. 

There is an island in the Pamunkey river in New Kent 
County, almost three miles above the “White House” which is 
known as “Macon’s Island”. 

The earliest Macon about whom we have information was 
Gideon. He lived in New Kent in 1682 and was a member of 
the House of Burgesses in 1696. He was Commander-in-chief 
of the military forces in 1702. He married Martha Woodward 
and they had a son William Macon who married Mary Hartwell. 


Several years ago, by prodding into the ground of the old 
graveyard on Macon’s Island, now an overgrown mass of 
bramble and ruin, we uncovered the tombstone of William and 
his wife Mary. 


It reads as follows: 


Here Lie the Bodies of William 
Macon and Mary his Wife. He 
was born 11th November 1694 & 
departed this life in the 79th year 
November of his Age 1773. 

She was born 18 June 1703 and 
departed this Life 19 November 
1770. They were married 24th 
September 1719. 

Had issue Ann, Martha, Mary 
William Henry Elizabeth Sarah 
Mary Judy Hartwell & Anna of 
whom two are interred near this 
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place viz. Ann who died 9 Novem- 
ber 1736 Aged 16 and Mary who 
died 29th January 1733 Aged 9 
year. 

Elizabeth Macon, mentioned above married Warner Wash- 
ington, a member of the illustrious Washington family. 

A daughter of Gideon Mason, Martha, married Orlando 
Jones. Of this marriage was born Frances, the mother of 
Martha Dandridge Custis Washington. 

In a letter written by a daughter of Colonel William Hart- 
well Macon of New Kent County, a grandson of the William 
Macon of the tombstone, she says: “The Macon family are 
French Huguenots. The pioneer to this country was the pri- 
vate secretary to Lord Berkley and came over February 1642. 
I think he settled in New Kent County on the Pamunkey river 
and raised his family there just 2%4 miles above the White 
House...... It was on this island that my father went to live 
and there entertained General Lafayette while on his way to 
Yorktown at the time of the siege.” 

Macon’s Island is inaccessible to the ordinary tourist, but 
can be reached by a small boat, through Macon’s Creek. 

There is no trace of the old home on the “Island” now, but a 
later home, “Mount Prospect” was built on an overlooking 
hill after the Revolution by the Colonel Hartwell Macon refer- 
red to in the letter, and stands there now. 
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DIARY OF COL. WILLIAM BOLLING 
of BOLLING HALL 





(Continued from Jariuary, 1937 Issue) 


JANUARY, 1828 
Tuesday Rains 3, 4, 9, 11, 15, 19, 25, 27, 29, 31 
1. State of Plantation Affairs. 


Wheat Sown 
Acres White Red Total 








Bolling Hall, Coopers Field, P. Straw 40 52 
Over the Road, Beardless ...................... 80 105 
Highland fallow. 10 Flint 12 Lawler 24 22 
Low Ground Field, No. 3, May ............ 120 218 397 

264 
Island, Upper Field, Beardless —..... 35 50 
Do. SO eeeeT 120 180 
Middle Field Fallow, Do. 0000000000... 40 60 290 
195 

Pocahontas, Mill Field, Beardless .............. 60 88 
Lower Field No. 1, 5 pre 8 12 
Ditto eiscinsiaminesinie 80 113 213 

148 
IE Seciteeciictitienntanieietasite 607 593 307 900 
PORK wt. 

ee ote 21 3080 

Poohuties 24 2767 

Island 24 2675 





oe ee 69 8522 Total 
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JANVARY, 1828 


Ploughing, Bolling Hall, all Tobacco Land in Low Grounds, 
1/3 of Oat Land in Low Grounds, and 10 Acres of Corn Land. 

Island, All Tobacco Land, 1/3 of Corn Land. 

Pocahontas, All Tobacco Land % of Corn Land. 

Striping Tobacco, more done at B. Hall than either the other 
Plantations, but little at the Island or Pocahontas. 

Prizing, 2 Lug Hhds, half full at B. H. on the 4th, 2% at 
Island, none at Pocahontas. 

1. Went to Cartersville, great day there for selling and hiring 
Negroes. I took F. Brooks’s woman Vina off Mr. Utz’s hands, 
who had hired her at $20 on account of my objection to her hus- 
band William having to cross the River to visit her. Dined at Mr. 
Cunnningham’s,! my first visit since he settled at Howard’s 
Neck in his “Great house”. On my return found Thomas An- 
derson? and Adam Fleming here, who had come from the 
Court House with Thomas on a shooting expedition. 

2. Lugg Tobacco, commenced prizing here two Hhds. 
Fleming and Anderson returned. 

3. Attended a sale at old Mrs. Fowler’s,’? bought a Negro 
man Joe, 26 years old, for $285, and exchanged with Th. Bin- 
ford Moses who I bought 17 November at $287%4 for a very 
likely boy about 14, he giving me $100 to boot. Sowed 2d 
Plantpatch at Pocahontas. Rain, very warm. 

4. Josiah Cosby, Tarlton Fleming and Mr. Weisiger came 
to breakfast on a Fox Hunt, which was interrupted by Rain. 
Striping Tobacco. 

5. Left home alone on Horseback for Richmond, stopped 
at Dover Mills and took a snack with Frank Logan, a free 





1 Mr. Edward Cunningham built Howard’s Neck, Goochland Co. in 
1825. His son Dr. Francis Cunningham was a prominent physician in 
Richmond, dying in that city about 1880. (Historic Virgima Homes 
& Churches by R. A. Lancaster, Jr., p. 181.) 

2 Will of Matthew Anderson proved 1826 names son Thomas Cary 
Anderson. (History of Louisa Co. by M. H. Harris, p. 284.) 

3 Probably the Magdalen Smith who on April 15, 1780 married Alex- 
ander Fowler. (Douglas Register, p. 21.) 
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man who is very respectable, and has been at work for me 
occasionally, and got to Powell’s about sunsett. 

6. Left Powell’s after an early Breakfast, and arrived in 
Richmond in time to attend service at the Monumental Church, 
where Mr. Hart preached a very uninteresting sermon to a 
large congregation. Put up at Maria DuVal’s, Drank tea at 
Mrs. Couches, Margaret being ill I left there early. 

7. Called on Chapman Johnson‘ to inquire into the state of 
my suit in Chancery with my loving Relations relative to my 
Sister’s Will. No person as yet has administered on her 
Estate, consequently no progress has been made in it since the 
death of my Uncle Arhd. Bolling.® 

8. Anti-Jackson Convention met this day in the Hall of the 
House of Delegates, county meetings having for the last 3 
months taken place for the purpose of appointing Delegates 
to it, of which about 200 appeared. Rain. 

9. Rain. 10. 11. Rain. Attended the Convention® every 
day tho’ nothing of much interest took place, their business being 





4 Chapman Johnson (March 12, 1779-July 12, 1849) lawyer and legis- 
lator, born in Louisa Co., son of Thomas Johnson and Jane Chapman; 
studied law at William and Mary; married in 1806 Mary Ann Richard- 
son of Richmond; 1810 elected State Senator from the Augusta Dis- 
trict, which position he held for sixteen years; Capt. of Company of 
Horse 1812 and aide to Gen. James Breckinridge; returned to Richmond, 
where he practiced law and was with his friends of college days, Benja- 
min Watkins Leigh and Robert Stanard, one of “the great legal trium- 
virate who swayed the Appellate Court of Virginia by their power and 
eloquence for a quarter of a Century.” (Dictionary of American Biogra- 
phy, Vol. X, p. 92.) 

5 Archibald Bolling (March 20, 1750, d. about 1827 or 28) son of John 
Bolling and Elizabeth Blair, married four times—Ilst Sarah Cary in 1770; 
2d Jane Randolph in 1774; 3d Widow Byrd in 1797; 4th The widow 
Clark in 1802. (Pocahontas and Her Descendants, p. 33.) 

6.On Oct. 24, 1827 a large number met at the Capitol to express their 
disapprobation of Gen. Andrew Jackson for President and the Rev. 
John Kerr, Chapman Johnson and Daniel Call were elected delegates to 
the State Convention to be held in Richmond, Jan. 8, 1828. At this 
Convention the question of the tariff came up again and it was now a solid 
South against a solid North. The Bill as passed raised the rates of pro- 
tective tariff to an average of 50 per cent and as the Bill really pleased 
neither the North nor South it has gone down in history as “The Bill 
of Abominations.” In the election following in the fall of 1828, Virginia 
voted “as a choice of evils” for Andrew Jackson. (For further informa- 
tion “ Tyler’s History of Virginia. Federal Period, Vol. II, pp. 360 
et seq. 
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mostly out of doors in the Committees ; much as I dislike Rich- 
mond I was induced to remain a spectator to their proceedings, 
being myself anti-Adams, but not Philo-Jackson, have declined 
taking any part in support of either. This meeting however be- 
ing novel in its nature, and highly respectable in its character, 
being composed of many of our most venerable and talented 
citizens, I passed my time very agreeably, sometimes associating 
with the Adamites, and sometimes with the Jacksonians, and 
hearing discussions on both sides. My roommates were Gen- 
eral Blackburn, Colo. Charles Lewis of Rockingham, Dr. Cham- 
bers of Powhatan (member of the Convention), and Mr. 
Armistead Green.?. On the 11th I concluded my private busi- 
ness in settling my accounts with Anderson, Blair & Anderson,® 
from whom I received $485 for interest on money in their 
hands, and $1450 from Rutherfoord in part pay for my last 
crop of wheat. 

12. Adjournment of the Convention, having yesterday 
formed their Electoral Ticket, and today presented and adopted 
a very able address to the People, prepared and read by Chap- 
man Johnson, which I was fortunately notwithstanding the 
crowd to get a seat which enabled me to hear the whole of it. 
They adjourned at 3% o’clock. 

13. Left Richmond at 9% o’clock, in company with Dr. 
Kean and Mr. Ferguson, after the longest visit I have paid to 
that disagreeable place since I was a member of the Assembly, 
tho’ this was a very interesting one, the latter gentlemen being 
in a gig with as usual a very indifferent horse, the Doctor and 
myself left him and rode on to the Courthouse where we dined, 
and I got home after riding the last hour in a very dark night. 

14. On surveying my Plantation Affairs, found that the 
wet and uncommonly warm weather had confined our opera- 
tions during my absence to striping (and prizing Lug) Tobacco. 


7 Armistead Green m. Aubion, the dau. of James Powell Cocke and 
Polly Lewis and the granddaughter of Chastain Cocke and Judith Archer, 
dau. of Col. William Archer of Revolutionary fame. Chastain Cocke 
was the son of James Powell Cocke of Malvern Hill, where he lived until 
his marriage with Mary Magdalene Chastain, an heiress of a Huguenot 
family at Manakin Town. ( Va. Mag., XXXV, 82). 

8 Grocers on the north side of D (Cary) between 12th and 13th Streets. 
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15. Turned out 2 Hhds. Lug Tobacco, and put two more 
under prize here. 

16. ‘Hung up our Bacon. 

17. Went to the Island, had a settlement with and paid off 
Brooks his last year’s wages as manager there, found him en- 
gaged as we have been since Christmas in striping Tobacco and 
prizing lugs, two hhds. of which he was turning out. On my 
return to dinner had the pleasure of finding my friend Mr. Gar- 
rett® here. 

18. Dr. Vaughan came to breakfast having written for 
him at midnight to visit my dear little grand daughter Mary, 
taken yesterday with a violent sore throat and oppression with 
Phlegm, which disease having been annually fatal to children 
in Richmond and elsewhere this winter occasioned additional 
uneasiness for her. My daughter Mary, Albert, Thomas and 
Mr. W. (notwithstanding his child’s situation) went to a Wed- 
ding Party at the Office, given to Nicholas Miller who was 
married on the 8th to Miss Allen of Madison County, the two 
latter returned about 11 o’clock. 

19. Mary and Albert returned, my little pet Mary much 
better, the day so bad as to prevent my taking an Agricultural 
ride with Mr. Garrett. Charles Kean came and staid all night. 
Commenced smoking my Bacon, the uncommon warmth of the 





9 Alexander Garrett born in Nelson Co. Va., son of Henry and grand- 
son of William Garrett who was in Albemarle as early as 1764 settling 
in North Garden. Alexander Garrett was County Clerk of Albemarle 
County from 1815 to 1831 when he was succeeded by his brother, Ira 
Garrett. In 1819 Mr. Garrett was appointed Clerk of ‘the Superior 
Court of Law and Chancery in Albemarle, holding that office until 
1852. He married twice—first Elizabeth, dau. of James Minor, by 
which union was born a daughter who was the first wife of V. W. 
Southall, the distinguished lawyer of Charlottesville. His second wife, 
whom he married in 1808, was Evalina, the daughter of John Bolling 
of North Garden, Albemarle Co., by whom he had four children: 

1. John Bolling Garrett. married first, Miss Walker of Fredericks- 
burg, second Miss N. H. Harrison. 

2. Susan, married Dr. Thomas Johnson of the University of Virginia. 

3. Evalina, married Alexander Duke. 

4. Clarissa, married Dr. Thomas J. Pretlow of Southampton. Mr. 
Garrett lived until 1860, being nearly eighty-six years of age. (Wood's 
History of Albemarle and Old Virginia Clerks.) 
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weather heretofore having prevented our handing it up till the 
16. 

20. Mr. Garrett left us for Richmond. Thomas Harrison 
brought his daughter Mary to re-enter school with Miss Hull 
who returned from Richmond the 17th. T. Harrison dined here 
and went to Clifton in the evening. H. Dandridge came in the 
evening. 

21. Went to Court in Company with H. Dandridge, sat on 
the bench the whole day, returned a little before H. D. 

22. H. D. left us. I attended my Agricultural affairs, in 
my absence from the house T. Harrison and his mother made a 
short call on their way to Dover. 

23. It having turned cold after a long mild spell, made ar- 
rangements to put up ice, but it again became mild last evening, 
and we were disappointed. 

24. Burnt a Plantpatch here and at P. Thos. returned 
from Clifton to breakfast. 

25. Sowed the Plantpatch at Pocahontas, prevented here by 
the Rain, which commenced before we were ready. 

26. Mr. Garret came in the morning from the Courthouse. 
George Pickett came to dinner, both left us after dinner, Mr. 
Garret went to Mrs. Tinsley’s on his way home. Lucy Harrison 
and two Miss Tompkin’s of Matthews County attended by 
Robt. Bradley who formerly was a partner in a dry goods store 
in Richmond with Efford Bentley my relation, who was cheated 
out of all the earnings of several years care and industry by 
Bradley, consequently he was not a very pleasing guest here. 

27. Rain commenced in the night and continued nearly all 
day in such quantity as to raise the Creeks and River higher 
than they have been this winter, and which kept our young 
company with us, and upon acquaintance were found to be 
very fine and agreeable girls. 

28. Thomas drove Lucy Harrison in my Phaeton to pay a 
morning visit to Ann, and on her return they all left us for 
Archd. Harrisons’ I went via Wares to Mrs. Betsey Payne’s 
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to visit my old and valued friend Major M. M. Payne!® of the 
U. S. Army, who has been stationed for six or seven years past 
in Augusta (Georgia) and now on his way to take command at 
Fort McHenry" near Baltimore. Our meeting was very cor- 
dial and gratifying to both. 

29. Left Bellfield,!* called at Thomas Binford’s and settled 
some business with him. We got to Wares where I dined with 
Mr. and Mrs. Cottom, Mary Fleming and T. Pemberton who 
returned here with Thomas and Mary also of the party at Ann’s, 

30. Mr. and Mrs. Cottom and Mary Fleming come to din- 
ner and staid all night. I engaged till near 2 o’clock in attend- 
ing to shipping 8 Hhds. Tobacco. 

31. Mr. C and family left us for Richmond. Sent off 8 
Hhds. of Lug Tobacco to Richmond by Billy Martin. Thomas 
went to Dover to see the Matthew’s Belles, and Albert to Bell- 
field to see Major Payne who took the stage for Washington 
after he got there. 


The Weather. This month has been most remarkable, not a 
morning has been lost from ploughing on account of frozen land, 
tho’ many days, by its being too wet, much the greater part of 
it there was no freezing at all. On the 5th and 6th while in 
Richmond I was informed the Thermometer was at 76, above 
summer heat, and we sat at Mrs. DuVal’s boarding house with- 
out fire, and with the windows hoisted till 10 o’clock at night. 
This was likewise the general character of the weather in De- 
cember, the coldest we have had as yet this season occurred in 
November. 





10 Who had been reported to be dead. See Diary Nov. 10, 1827. 

11 In 1661 Charles Gorsuch had surveyed for him “Whetstone Point”, 
509 acres comprising that part of the City of Baltimore now occupied 
in part by Fort McHenry, (Va. Mag. XXIV, 93) and it was here that 
Major George Armistead won distinction and was brevetted Lt. Col. for 
the defense of the Fort, Sept. 12, 1814. (Wm. and Mary XX, 225.) 

12 Bellfield, the home of George Payne (1746-1807) and Betty (Mc- 
Carty) Payne, his wife, whose son, Lt. Col. Matthew Montjoy Payne 
(1784-1862) was wounded at Palo Alto and received in 1847 a sword 
wan a as a testimonial of distinguished gallantry. (Va. Mag. 

, 428.) 
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FEBRUARY, 1828 
Friday. Rains 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 14, 18, 24. 


1. Sent for by my neighbour John Lewis who is in the last 
stage of consumption to write his will, which I did, and in which 
he left me his Executor. Rain. 


2. Rain. Ploughs stopped. Striped Tobacco and employed 
myself in posting my Book of Accounts. 


3. The unfavorable morning prevented our attending Mr. 
Lee’s meeting at the Courthouse. He and his wife came here in 
the evening. 


4. They left us. Thomas being still absent I went to P. to 
attend to his business, altering the fence enclosing the new 
ground, clearing and raking a new Plantpatch to get it dry 
enough to burn, etc. Rain. 


5. This day my son Thomas is 21 years old, which I had 
hoped he would have spent with us, but he has not yet re- 
turned from his trip to Dover. Found my Tobacco in one of 
my houses at P. very much injured from a leake in the house, 
since it was bulked away, part of it moulded, some rotten, and 
getting hot, in a few days of this unusually warm and damp 
weather much of it would have been ruined, had it all moved to 
the prize house, and put all hands to striping it. Rained much 
last night. 

6. More rain. Nothing going on but striping To- 
bacco. New prizing establishment, and a very complete one, 
finished by James Brooks between my two new Log Tobacco 
houses at the foot of the hill. 


7. Rein. Dr. and Mrs. Watkins who have been in Rich- 
mond came up on the stage from Powell’s which brought them 
by my gate, and they walked to the house, the roads having 
become impassable for a loaded carriage with only a pair of 
horses, their carriage followed them and got here in the eve- 
ning. 


(To be continued ) 
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AN OLD RECORD 





[The following is a copy of an old indenture recently given 
to the Society by Miss Sara Higgins of Newark, N. Y., and 
also part of Miss Higgins’ letter received with the deed, which 
adds to its interest. ] 


THIS INDENTURE made the fourth day of October in 
the Twelfth Year of the Reign of our Sovereigne Lord Wil- 
liam the Third by the Grace of God of England Scotland ffrance 
and Ireland King Defender of the ffaith &c; Annog: Domini 
one thousand seven hundred. Between Allexander Walkers 
Junr: And Jane his wife and Elizabeth ffreeman of Willming- 
ton parrish in James City County and Stephen Pettus of Bliss- 
land parrish in New Kent County on the one part, And James 
Bray of Willmington parrish in James Citty County on the 
other part Witnesseth That the said Allexander Walker Junr. 
and Jane his Wife Elizabeth ffreeman & Stephen Pettus, ffor 
& in Consideration of the Sum of five Shillings of Lawfull 
mony of England to Them in hand payd by the said James 
Bray the Receipt whereof They doe hereby acknowledge, Hath 
Bargained and Sold And by these presents doe Bargain & Sell 
unto the Sd James Bray, all Those Tracts or evidents of Land 
Commonly called or known by the name or names of Littletown 
& Utopia Containing by Estimacon Twelve hundred & Eighty 
acres be they more or Less, Lyeing and being on the North side 
of James River. in Bruton, aliis Harrup parrish, in or neer 
Martins Hundred in James Citty County Bounded vizt Easterly 
by a small branch of James River Called Warehams Run: 
which devides these Lands ffrom the Land of Mr. William 
Whittaker, And Westerly by a Line of old markt Trees, That 
begins at an old markt Locus standing uppon the banck of 
James River neer Harrup house, which runs North Easterly 
cross the head of small Branch into the woods, and devides 
These bargained premises from the Land Late of Collo. Hig- 
ginson known by the name of Harrup as aforesd. And South- 
erly by The said Main River, And Northerly into the woods 
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cross the Main Road which goes from Middl Plantacon towards 
the ffrench ordinary, to the lands of Thomas Buck. & the Land 
Late of Harrison or Cummins untill Itt Include the quantity 
above mentioned, as alsoe one other Tract or devident of Land 
Commonly Called the burnt ordinary, Lying & being part in 
New Kent and part in James Citty County in the parrishes of 
Willmington & Blissland aforesd. Containing by Estimation 
ffifteen hundred acres be they more or less bounded vizt. Be- 
ginning at a Corner hickery belonging to Capt. Daniell Parks 
Land ; Thence down old Rickahock path to a Corner ash on the 
Southeast Side of the western branch of ware creek. Thence 
down the said Run & branch North East Twenty Six chains, 
Thence North East Sixty Six Chains to a Corner ash on the 
same side of the Run, thence South East by a Line of markt 
trees one hundred thirty Eight Chains to a Corner Spanish oak 
by a deep bottome Thence Southwest By a Line of markt trees 
two hundred & Eight chains to a corner hickery belonging to 
mr. Borns or Evermans Standing on the East Side of Rickahock 
Path, Thence down the path Eighteen Chains to a Corner hick- 
ery on the West South Side of the Said Path, Thence by a Line 
of markt trees west Two hundred Twenty ffive Chains west to 
a Corner Red oak near the dwelling house Late of Goodman 
Hollidayes, Thence by a Line of markt trees North Eighty 
Chains to a Corner Hickery belonging to the said Hollidays 
Land, Thence North West by West Thirty Three Chains to a 
Corner poplar Standing in a branch of Warrany Swamp. 
Thence North East half North ffivety Chains to a Corner Red 
oak Standing on the Southwest Side of mr. Sorrells Path thence 
North East over a branch of the aforesd. Swamp one hundred 
& Eleaven Chains to a Corner Red oak thence East North East 
ffivety Chain to the Corner hickery where it began, And the 
Reversion & Reversions Remainder & Remainders, Together 
with the Rents & proffits of the Premises, and of Every part 
& parcell thereof. Wth these apurtenances TO HAVE AND 
TO HOLD the Said Lands Tenements & heredetaments wth 
these & Every of these members & apurtenances and all and Sing- 
ular other the premises herein mentioned and intended to be here- 
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by grantd, bargained & sold unto the said James Bray his heires 
Executors & Assigns from the day before the date hereof ffor 
and dureing the Term of one whole Year ffrom thence next 
Ensueing, and fully to be Compleat & Ended Yealding & paying 
therefore the Yearly Rent of one year of Indian Corn of or 
upon the first day of January—only if the same be demanded, 
(To The Intent that by vertue of these presents and of the 
statute for Transfering uses into possession the said James 
Bray may be in the actuall possession of The Premises, And be 
Enabled to accept a grant of the Reversion and Inheritance 
Thereof to him & his heirs for Ever In Witness Whereof The 
partyes above named have hereunto sett There hands & Seals 
the day & year ffirst above Written. 


Signed Sealed and delivered in the presence of us 
Edward Travis 
Jon J. Coignandanze 


At a Court held for James City County the 8th day of October 
1700. 


Alexander Walker junor. Jane Walker Elizabeth ffreeman 
& Stephen Pettus came into Court and acknowledged this their 
Deed unto James Bray Gent and it was admitted to record. 


Test C. C. Thacker CL Cur 
Alex Walker Junr (Seal) 
her 
Joan X Walker (Seal) 
mark 
her 
Elizabeth X _ ffreeman (Seal) 
mark 
Stephen Pettus (Seal) 


(Reverse ) 


The Within Named Elizabeth ffreeman being now of age 
and marryed to Jon J. Coignan Danze, Therefore the Sd Jon Ja 
Coignan Danze & Elizabeth his Wife Doe hereby Rattifye— 
Confirm & Establish this present Lease & before the Court now 
Sitting acknowledge the Same, Soe that all the Land wthin 
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Mention shall pass by the Release & be Confirmd to the Sd 
James Bray & his heiress for Ever—from all persons whattso- 
ever, wittness boath our hand and Seals the 6th of December 
1707. 
Jon. Jacob CoigmamDanze. 
Eliza: Coignan Danze. 


Signed Seald & Delivered in presence of us 


Tho. Jones 
Cha: Chisseel 


At a Court held for James City County the Tweth day of 
Deceaber 1707 John Jacob Coignan Danree & Elizabeth his 
wife came into Court & the sd Eliza being first privately Ex- 
amined acknowledged the within Lease and endorsement thereon 
unto James Bray, Which are admitted to Record. 


Test Wil Robertson Cl Cur 
Walker’s &c Deed 
to 


Bray 


“My parents lived in Virginia, near Claremont, before, and 
after the war, returning North in 1872. I remember hearing 
that this old deed was picked up in the road, and it was thought 
some of the Northern soldiers had been looting the Claremont 
house and dropped it. I am sorry there were no other papers 


found that we might send you. 
(Miss) Sara J. Higgins. 
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BOOKS READ IN VIRGINIA IN EARLY 
19TH CENTURY— 1806-1823 





Contributed by Edwin R. Lancaster, London, England. 


It may surprise many to learn what a large and varied selec- 
tion of books was to be found in Virginia even in very early 
days. 

Early in 1800 a lady lived in Virginia who not only read a 
great number of books but kept a list of them. This list shows 
a catholicity of taste and a capacity for reading which is truly 
remarkable and one wonders where she obtained all the books 
since, at that date, private libraries must have been few and 
public libraries as known today were non-existent. 


The list appears to have been painstakingly made—for in- 
stance, it begins with: “Books read in Augusta County, Va., 
from May 1806 unto April 1807”. 


During that year are listed 54 books, among which are: 


Sir Charles Grandison by Samuel Richardson. 
Emmeline by Charlotte T. Smith. 

Evelina by Frances Burney. 

Ambrosio or the Monk by M. G. Lewis. 
Kotzebue’s Plays by A. F. F. von Kotzebue. 
Kotzebue’s Life by A. F. F. von Kotzebue. 

The Adventures of Roderick Random by Tobias G. Smollett. 
Do. Peregrine Pickle by Do. 

Sorrows of Young Werther by Johann W. Goethe. 
The Vicar of Wakefield by Oliver Goldsmith. 
Captain Cook’s Voyages. 


Then follows: “Read at Sweet Springs from May 20. 1807 
until Nov. 6. 1810.” 


There were 102 in this period, among them being: 


Cecilia by Frances Burney. 

Mademoiselle de Clermont by Comtesse de Genlis. 
Don Quixote by Cervantes. 

The Adventures of Count Fathom by Smollett. 
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Letters from Lady Mary W. Montagu. 
Sentimental Journey by Laurence Stern. 
The Castle Spectre by M. G. Lewis. 
Tom Jones by Henry Fielding. 

Wild Irish Girl by Lady Morgan. 

Man of Feeling by Henry Mackenzie. 
Arabian Nights. 


Next is: “Read in Warrenton, N. C. from Nov. 27. 1810 to 
Nov. 15. 1811”. There are 71 in this year and we find: 


Amelia, or the Influence of Virtue by Henry Fielding. 
Corinna; or Italy by Madame de Stael. 

Caleb Williams ; or Things as They Are by William Godwin. 
Castle of Otranto by Horace Walpole. 

Darwin on Female Education by Erasmus Darwin. 

The Lakes of Killarney by Anna Maria Porter. 

Thaddeus of Warsaw by Jane Porter. 

The Scottish Chiefs by Jane Porter. 

Manon Lescant by Abbe Prevost. 

The Mysteries of Udolpho by Ann Ratcliffe. 


“In Raleigh, N. C., from Nov. 30. 1811 until Dec. 12. 1812”. 


There are 83 in this year’s reading, and we find: 


Pamela; or Virtue Rewarded by Samuel Richardson. 
Plutarch’s Lives by Plutarch. 

Pleasures of Hope by Thomas Campbell. 

Coelebs in Search of a Wife by Hannah More. 
Belinda by Maria Edgeworth. 

Eloisa by Jean Jaques Rousseau. 

Paul and Virginia by Bernandin de Saint-Pierre. 


“Read in Petersburg, Va, from Dec. 20. 1812 unto Sept. 20. 
1813. There were read 71 books in these ten months, among 


them: 


Celestina by Charlotte T. Smith. 

Nature and Art by Elizabeth S. Inchbald. 
Letters by Marquise de Sevigne. 

Simple Tales by Amelia Opie. 

Lady’s Magazine Vols. 28 & 30. 

Literary Magazine and British Review. 
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“In Richmond, Va, Sept. 21. 1813 unto Jany 1. 1814.” Books 
were evidently plentiful in Richmond, for there were listed for 
these three and a half months no less than 89, and among them 
are: 





Tour to the Hebrides by James Boswell. 

Bannockburn by Jane Porter. 

Nouvelle de Madame de Genlis by Comtesse Stephanie de Genlis. 
Origin of our Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful by Edmund Burke. 
Adeline Mowbray by Amelia Opie. 


The yearly list is continued for nine years until Jany. 1823, 
with a notation “Left Richmond Nov. 3. 1822”. During these 
years there were read 628 books, among which are noted: 


Abelard and Heloise. 
Clarissa Harlowe by Samuel Richardson. 
Gil Blas by Alain Rene La Sage. 
Jonathan Wild by Henry Fielding. 
Tristam Shandy by Laurence Stern. 
Castle Rackrent by Maria Edgeworth. 
Tales of Real Life by Amelia Opie. 
A Sicilian Romance by Ann Radcliffe. 
Atala by Francois Chateaubriand. 
Rene by Francois Chateaubriand. 
The Reasonableness of Christianity by John Locke. 
Lalla Rookh by Thomas Moore. 
Nightmare Abbey by Thos. Love Peacock. 
Travels in the Interior of Africa by Mungo Park. 
Anastasius by Thomas Hope. 
Included in the list were the following books by Sir Walter Scott. 
The Lady of the Lake. 
Waverley. 
Guy Mannering. 
Tales of my Landlord. 
Rob Roy. 
Bride of Lammermoor. 
The Monastery. 
The Abbot. 
Ivanhoe. 
Fortunes of Nigel. 
Kenilworth. 
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Having read the foregoing, it may be of interest to know who 
was the lady with the time and the inclination to read so many 
books and to make a list of them. 

Maria Martini was born in London, England, in 1761, and, 
when about twelve years old, came to America with her Mother 
—her father having died in London in 1764. Her mother mar- 
ried Philip Mazzei, an Italian who lived at Colle, a farm ad- 
joining Monticello. Here Maria lived six years. Philip Mazzei, 
having been commissioned to go to Italy to try to borrow money 
for the State of Virginia, early in 1779 with his wife and step- 
daughter left their home near Charlottesville and began the long 
and difficult journey. 

After many trying experiences they finally reached Paris 
about a year later and Mazzei left his family there while he 
went to Lombardy on his unsuccessful attempt to make a loan 
for Virginia. 

When in Paris Maria met a young Franchman who was then, 
or had been, in the Body Guard of Louis XVI, by name Justin 
Pierre Plumard de Rieux, and they were married on October 14, 
1780, Maria being nineteen and her husband twenty-five years 
old. The young couple lived in Paris about three years and in 
the latter part of 1783 sailed from Bordeaux landing in Charles- 
ton, S. C. early in 1784. Shortly afterwards, M. and Mme. 
Derieux with their two children, one born in Paris and the other 
at sea, continued their journey to Mazzei’s home near Char- 
lottesville, Va, and lived there and at Ash Lawn, near by, about 
twelve years. 

Their family, in meantime, had increased and, finding it 
difficult to make a living by farming, they supplemented their 
income by teaching school. 

In 1796 they moved from Albemarle County to Goochland 
County and the Book List shows their several moves from 1806 
onward, They left Richmond in 1822 and went to Prince Ed- 
ward Country where they continued to teach school until M. 
Derieux’ death on Dec. 23, 1824, after which Mme. Derieux 
returned to Richmond and died there Dec. 13, 1826 in her 
sixty-fifth year, and was buried in St. John’s Churchyard. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 





CORRECTION 


In Vol. IV, page 628, of the Compendium of American Genealogy it 
is stated “William m. Rhoda (Gresham) Watkins Hill of Amelia Co., 
Va., widow of Col. Joel Watkins of Rev. War”. This is not correct. 
William Hill married Rhoda, dau. of John Gresham of Hanover and 
Middlesex Counties. 

(Miss) Mary Beaumont Statham, 


Pasadena, California. 





SOME EARLY NOTTOWAY COUNTY HISTORY 


I should like a short space in your magazine to reply to Drs. Cham- 
berlayne and Brydon, who recently entered a correction to my article, 
“Some Early Nottoway County History”, published in your July num- 
ber of the Virginia Historical Magazine. 

In the first place, their so-called final and conclusive proof from the 
Amelia records is no proof at all. Those records refer to a chapel on 
“Nottoway” and show that it was standing prior to 1740. They do not 
in any way refer to the Southern Chapel or Green’s Church on the 
Harrican, as shown in the Bristol Parish records. I never claimed that 
the Southern Chapel was the oldest church in Nottoway. I said it 
was the oldest church of which I had any record. There may have 
been older churches, and doubtless there were. 

The Bristol Parish records plainly state that the Southern Chapel 
was ordered built on Oct. 22, 1740 “at the Harrican nearest the best 
water”. There is no other Harrican Creek in this section of the state 
except the one referred to above which starts and ends in Nottoway 
County. 

Their quotation of the Bristol Parish records in reference to a Chapel 
to be built on Hatcher’s Run to offset the record in regard to the 
Southern Chapel is manifestly absurd. 

What would an order to build a church near Petersburg, Va., where 
Hatcher’s Run is located, have to do with a church in Nottoway? The 
only way to disprove that this church was not built in Nottoway would 
be to prove where it was built, as there is no evidence that the order 
was ever revoked. 

I feel that the above statement should satisfy anyone as to the 
accuracy of my statements. 

Dr. Brydon at first seemed very much more concerned over the conduct 
of the old rector than the location of the church. I quote from his com- 
ments on “Some Early Nottoway County History”. 
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“The Old Colonial Church did good work in keeping up religious 
service and providing moral and religious training for the whole com- 
munity until the time of the Revolution, and it would be better to call 
attention to that than to mention nothing except the misconduct of one 
minister, and draw a wrong inference from that. No real student of 
Virginia History today believes the old statement that most of the 
colonial clergy were men of bad character, and it is better to draw the 
mantle of charity over the few who sinned grievously. I hope there- 
fore that Mr. Turner will consent to revise the first two paragraphs 
on page 11, but by all means retain the story of the old lady who finally 
burned the church because she couldn’t keep a gourd at the spring.” 

In other words, draw a mantle of charity over the old rector, but by 
all means, publish the story of the Presbyterians appropriating the 
gourd at the spring which caused the old lady to burn the church. 

W. R. Turner. 
December 7, 1937, Blackstone, Va. 





FRANKLIN—WILLIAMS 

Thomas Franklin, b. ca 1730; d. 1775; m. ca 1748-55, Obedience ; 
Residence was in Henrico County, Va. Wanted: family name of wife, 
Obedience. 

Elisha Williams: Jesse Williams: Thomas Williams: Judith (Wil- 
liams) Hibson.—Wanted: the parents of these 4 children. Jesse Wil- 
liams’ will in Henrico, 1791, mentions brother Elisha, sister Judith Hib- 
son and also leaves something to Elishe, son of Thomas Williams. 

Ann Waller Reddy. 
1005 E. Marshall St., Richmond, Va. 








DUKE 
Wanted information as to Henry Duke, Burgess from James City 
County and member King’s Council, 1702 until death in 1714. Married 
Lydia Hansford. Whose son was he and names of his children? Did 
he have a son, Henry, Jr., who married ————— Cluverius? 


Walter Garland Duke. 
2224 W. Grace Street, Richmond, Va. 





GODMAN 


Samuel; married Charlotte Reynolds of Virginia, was father of 
Captain Samuel Godman, 4th Maryland Regiment, Revolutionary War, b. 
1740, d. 1799 Annapolis, Md. Will of Simon Godman filed in York 
County, Va., 1705. Dr. Thomas Godman lived at Kent Island, Mary- 
land, in 1716. A Samuel Godman, shows on records of “All Hallows 
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Parish,” Donaldsonville, Md., as buried May 21, 1733. I would like to 
hear from anyone having any data on the ancestors of the above named. 
I have a great deal of the family history which I will be glad to give. 
Samuel O. Godman. 
837 First Street, Fort Myers, Fla. 





JOHN HOGGATT 

Wanted: The parents of John Hoggatt, born in Virginia 20 November 
1750; married (1) Agnes Watkins who died 1794; he removed to David- 
son Co., Tenn., where he died 28 July 1824. Wanted also his Army record 
as it is stated on his tomb: “He commanded a company in the Revolu- 
tionary War”. His daughter, Rhoda Hoggatt, born in Buckingham 
Co., Va., Dec. 23rd, 1785, married in Davidson Co., Tenn., Anthony 
Clopton who was born in Va., in 1770. 

Mrs. William W. Erwin. 
35 E. Ninth St., New York, N. Y. 





POLITENESS IN BUSINESS 

$30.00 Beverley Mills Culpeper Nov. 30, 1806. 
At sight pay to Robert B. Voss or order Thirty Dollars for value 
recd & charge to act of Gent. 
Yr Most Obed Servt 
Munford Beverley 

Mess Murry Grinnan & Meredith 

Frederickrbg 


Fredrbg. 2nd Decb 1806 Received the above in full 
R. B. Voss 





WHEN POSTAGE STAMPS WERE BOUGHT ON CREDIT 
The following bill was to T. C. Gannaway of Bellmont, Buckingham, 


Co., Va. 
“1838. Mr. T. C. Gannaway, W. G. Brown P. M. Dr. 





January lst To Postage on the Enquirer this Qr...............e.eseceeeeeee $ .26 
See < “ 5 News Papers @ 1ic.................--..-- 07% 

March 11 “ * ge Ra ese a Deere 10 
one’ ce Oo A NE TR Mooi ceceeeences 183% 

a * a - > = ga PR esd ee .06 
$ .68% 


Reced in full 
Capt. Wm. S. Brown 
By Sam’l Taylor 
April 16th, 1838 
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MORE ABOUT THE WHITE HOUSE 





It may be noted that Gen’l Robt. E. Lee, in the letter mentioned on 
page 231 of Vol. XLII Va. Mag. Hist. & Biog., does not say definitely 
that the marriage took place in the church. 

He speaks of the church’s association with Washington’s marriage, 
and early history. This may refer to the period of his honeymoon at the 
White House, when he attended St. Peter’s, and to the fact that its rector 
performed the marriage ceremony. 





FurTHER CONFIRMING NOTES 


I am descended from the Rev. David Mossum who was rector of St. 
Peter’s Church at the time that George Washington and Martha Custis 
were married. He was rector of that Church for forty years. His 
daughter Nellie Mossum married Capt. William Roe Cunningham, Their 
son John married Ann Bennett. Their son Thomas Cunningham married 
Virginia Colbert (Calbert) and they are my parents. 

My father said that his father told him that the marriage ceremony 
of George Washington and Martha Custis was performed at White 
House. 

Lummie Cunningham Burton. 


(Mrs. Clarence G.) 





Extract From Letter Written by Dr. Samuel P. Christian of New Kent 
County, Virginia, in the Year 1897. 


It is stated that Mrs. Macon, who was a member of St. Peter’s Church, 
New Kent County, Virginia, took great pride in telling that a great 
aunt of hers was a guest at the Washington-Custis wedding, and that 
the wedding took place at White House, the home of Mrs. Custis, before 
noon, it being a canon of the English Church that weddings were always 
celebrated in the morning. The ceremony was performed by the Rev. 
David Mossom. 
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GENEALOGY 





WILLIAM ROBERTSON 


Resident Williamsburg, Virginia, 1700-1739 
Sometime Clerk to the Council of Virginia 


The following are copies of entries in an old bible in my possession; 
the bible was published at Cambridge in 1673: 

“John Lidderdale born at Melrose in Scotland July 9th, 1713 at 
Caske Milk on Tuesday 19th August 1777 at 7 a m. 

“Elizabeth Robertson born at Williamsburg in Virginia Jany 25th 
1721/2 and died at Carlisle on Tuesday 4th March 1777 at 7 a m. 

“They were married at Williamsburg on Friday 23rd Feby 1738/9. 

“Robert Lidderdale born at Wmsburg Wednesday 25th Feby 1740/1 
at 2 a m and died 8th Sept. 1741 Tuesday at 6 p m. 

“John Lidderdale born at Wmsburg Friday 9th July 1742 at 11 P M 
and died 5th Octobr following Tuesday at 10 a m. 

“William Robertson Lidderdale born at Wmsburg Monday 3rd June 
1745 at 2 a m and died at Gretna in Scotland on the 8th of July 1814. 

“John Lidderdale born at Bristol Thursday 29th March 1750 at 4am 
and died Munday 7th May at 7 a m thereafter. 

John Lidderdale born at Clifton Sunday 24th Oct 1756 at 10 a m and 
died at Camberwell in Surrey Wednesday 28th Oct. 1761 at 7 P. M. 

“Thomas Lidderdale born at Clifton Thursday 10th May 1759 at 10 
p m and died on Thursday 23rd August thereafter at 6 p m. 

“Thomas Lidderwell born at Camberwell in Surrey Munday 22nd 
Decem 1760 at 1 a m and died at Cunbergras Key near the Bay of Hon- 
duras 29th December 1799 at 1 P. M.” 

I have in my possession some seals which belonged to William Robert- 
son Lidderdale No. 3 above, which show the Lidderdale arms quartering 
those of Robertson of Struan viz. lst and 4th Azure, a chevron ermine, 
for Lidderdale of St. Mary’s Isle and 2nd and 4th Gales three wolves’ 
heads erazed against armed and langued azure and one of the seals has 
also a wild man chained lying under the escutcheon which also appertains 
to Robertson of Struan. 

In Vol. IV, History of the Lands and their Owners in Galloway by 
P. H. M’Kerlie, page 182, it states. 

“John (Lidderdale) succeeded his father David in the representation 

and became the owner of Castle Milk Dumfries-shire. He married in 
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Robertson of 





1738 Elizabeth (who died in 1777) daughter of 


Struan, Perthshire... ” 
W. R. LipperpDALE Forrest. 





JOHN RICHARDSON OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 
AND SOME OF HIS DESCENDANTS 


(Concluded) 





Collected by 
ANN RICHARDSON SCLATER AND Dr. JoHN Kirk RICHARDSON, 
Richmond, Virginia 





WILL oF JoHN RICHARDSON OF CUMBERLAND (Continued) 

Item. I give and bequeath to my son, Isham Richardson, the plantation 
whereon I now live and 500 acres of land which is the survey whereon the 
plantation is, to him and his heirs forever. 

Item. I Give and bequeath to my son Isham Richardson, all land I 
own on Nodnetts Creek in Albemarle County except 66 acres on the 
South side of the said Nodnetts Creek, being Little Willises, which be- 
longs to John Gannaway, Jr. and it is my desire that my son, John Rich- 
ardson, may have two acres of the said land on the South side of said 
creek which is intended to build a mill on that he and his brother, Isham 
Richardson, may be partners in the said mill, which I give to him and 
his heirs forever. And the remainder part to the said Isham Richardson 
and his heirs forever. 

Item. I Give and bequeath to my son John Richardson 800 acres of 
land lying on Cub Creek in Lunenburg County to him and his heirs for- 
ever. (Now Charlotte.) 

Item. I Give and bequeath to my daughter, Elizabeth Richardson, 320 
acres of land lying on Lickenhole Creek in Goochland County to her and 
her heirs forever. 

Item. I Give and bequeath to my daughter, Mary Richardson, 300 
acres of land joining the land I now live on, to her and her heirs forever. 

Item I Give and bequeath to my daughter, Martha Richardson, 150 
acres of land lying on Mill Creek in Goochland County. To her and 
her heirs forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my said daughter, Martha Richardson, 
40 pounds current money, which is to be paid her by my son, Isham, to 
her and her heirs forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Ann Richardson, 200 acres 
of land on Buffelow River in Amelia County at the upper end of my 
land, to be laid off in regular form length ways across the river. (Now 
Prince Edward.) 
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Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Sarah Richardson, 200 
acres of land joining the above mentioned land. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter Susannah Richardson, 200 
acres joining the above mentioned land. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Agnes Richardson, 200 
acres of land joining the same. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Francis Richardson, the 
remainder part of said tract of land, to them and each of them and their 
heirs forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my son, Isham Richardson, one negro 
woman named Cate, one feather bed and furniture to him and his heirs 
forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my son, John Richardson, one Negro 
girl named Hannah, onef eather bed and furniture to him and his heirs 
forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Elizabeth Richardson, one 
feather bed and furniture to her and her heirs forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Mary Richardson, one 
feather bed and furniture, to her and her heirs forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Martha Richardson, one 
feather bed and furniture to her and her heirs forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Ann Richardson, one 
feather bed and furniture to her and her heirs forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter Sarah Richardson, one 
feather bed and furniture to her and her heirs forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Susanah Richardson, one 
feather bed and burniture to her and her heirs forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Agnes Richardson, one 
feather bed and furniture to her and her heirs forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Francis Richardson, one 
feather bed and furniture to her and her heirs forever. 

Item. I lend to my beloved wife, Mary Richardson, all the remainder 
of my estate during her life and after her decease to be equally divided 
among my children, and it is my desire that my beloved friends, John 
Gannaway, Obadiah Woodson and Charles Anderson be my executors 
of this my last will and testament. In witness whereof I hereunto set 
my hand and seal this 22nd day of June, 1753. John Richardson, (His 
Mark) 

Roger Williams. 


Probated Sept. 24, 1753. William (X) R. Brown. 
Will Book 1. Cumberland County, Va. Witnesses. 
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Will Book 2, page 14, Charlotte County. Will of Mary Richardson, 
dated January 2, 1788, mentions daughters, Martha Dawson, Fanny Jack- 
son, Agnes Vaughter, Granddaughter, Martha Lumkin, remainder of the 
estate to my five children, Isham Richardson, Anne Harvey, Agnes 
Vaughter, Suzanna Gilliam, and Fanny Jackson. Executors, Son, Isham 
Richardson and Son-In-Law, Lewis Jackson. Witnesses, O. Claybrook, 
Robert Vernon and Sarah Claybrook. Probated Oct. 3, 1791. 

Order Book, 6, P. 148. Goochland, March 1745. Isham Richardsor 
appears to answer the complaint of Hanah Logan for beating her. The 
said Logan being sworn & her testimony heard, the court are of the 
opinion that the said Richardson is guilty. The said Richardson being 
an infant under 21 years of age is ordered that he give security in the 
sum of 10 Ibs. Sterling for his keeping the peace for 12 months and a day. 

Order Book 6, P. 149. John Richardson is acknowledged as security 
for his infant son Isham to keep the peace, etc. 

Deed Book 10, Page 373, Goochland County, July 19, 1773, an in- 
denture between Isham, son and heir of John Richardson, Deceased, of 
the County of Cumberland of the first part and the present vestrymen 
of the Parish of St. James in the County of Goochland of the second part, 
in consideration of 200 lbs. current money deeds a parcel of land in 
Goochland, said Parish, of about 200 acres, being the land and planta- 
tion of the aforesaid John Richardson, Deceased, whereon he formerly 
lived and known as the Glebe land in the said Parish. 

Deed Book 13, P. 323 Goochland. An indenture dated Oct. 20, 1783 
between Isham Richardson & his wife Mary of the Parish of St. James 
Northan., to Thomas Miller of same Parish. In consideration of 452 
lbs. gold & silver coins current transfers certain parcel of land about 
180 acres, being the same parcel purchased by Isham Richardson from 
John Christian & his wife Judith and recorded in Goochland County. 
(Recorded Oct. 20, 1783.) 

Will Book 2, Page 465, Cumberland County, Feb. 18, 1788, will of 
Isham Richardson. Directs that land in Buckingham County, about 123 
acres on Willises’ Creek to be sold and money to pay debts. Wife Fran- 
ces to live on my land until her death and then my !and and plantation 
to be equally divided between my three sons, Isham, Millington and 
William. Son William to have the house and plantation. Mentions 
daughters, Mary, Frances, Patsey, Anne, Betty, Granddaughter Sarah 
Anderson Spencer. Leaves to his son John one shilling sterling. Exe- 
cutors Chas. Allen and Benj. Allen, son of James Allen. Witnesses, 
Saml. Strong, Mary Strong and Agnes Smith. Probated Sept. 10, 1789. 

At a District Court held at Prince Edward C. H., Sept. 10, 1789, the 
writing of Isham Richardson, deceased, was presented by Frances Rich- 
ardson, widow and relic of the said deceased. John Richardson, the eld- 
est son and heir, of said Isham Richardson, came into court and declared 
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the will should be recorded. Thereupon Patrick Henry, Esq., was ap- 
pointed guardian to Isham Richardson and Millington Richardson, sons 
of the said deceased and infants under the age of 21 years. 

Will Book 6, Page 1, Prince Edward County, Oct. 17, 1822, will of 
John Richardson, (W. H.) of Prince Edward, mentions wife, Nancy 
Richardson, and sons, John P. Richardson, Thos. P. Richardson, Wil- 
liam P. Richardson, Richard P. Richardson, Presley D. Richardson, 
Isham Richardson, daughters, Susan P. Garland, Francis Paulette and 
Mary Elam. Executors, John P. Richardson and Thos. P. Richardson. 
Witnesses, Alex. LeGrand and Clement A. Jennings. Probated Nov. 
18, 1822. 

Order Book 1, Page 180. Nov. 1766. Charlotte County. 

On the motion of Sarah Richardson, widow and relic of John Richard- 
son, deceased, ——, she with William Price and Nathaniel Bassett, her 
securities, etc. 

Will Book 1, Page 30. Feb. 1767. Charlotte County. 

Inventory of estate of John Richardson. 

Order Book 2, page 221, Feb. 7, 1769. Charlotte County. 

John White, William Price and Collier Barksdale, Gentlemen are ap- 
pointed to proportion and lay off the thirds of the lands of John Rich- 
ardson, des’d, seized of in this county for and to the use of Sarah Rich- 
ardson, his widow, according to law. 

Order Book 2, Page 296. Oct. 1769. Charlotte County. 

John White and William Price, Gentlemen and John Barksdale are 
appointed to proportion and allot to the widow and orphans of John 
Richardson, dec’d, their respective distributive shares of the estate of the 
said John Richardson according to law and that they make due return 
thereof here to this Court. 

Order Book 4, Page 159, Nov. 1778. Charlotte County. 

John Richardson, orphan of John Richardson, dec’d, being of lawful 
age, came into Court and acknowledged to have received of Sarah Ed- 
wards, administratrix of John Richardson, his full share of said estate 
which on the motion of said Sarah Edwards is ordered to be recorded. 
Order Book 4, Page 195. Sept. 1779. Charlotte County. 

Isham Richardson, Pitf., against Sarah Richardson, Administratrix 
of John Richardson, dec’d deft. in chancery. 

The cause came on to be heard upon the bill answer and the deposi- 
tions of sundry witnesses taken in the said suit and it appearing that the 
said plaintiff did purchase of John Richardson, the intestate in his 
lifetime, 350 acres of land on Cub Creek part of a larger tract of 800 
acres the said decedent in his lifetime held and enjoyed under the will of 
John Richardson the Elder which said 350 acres of land to begin at a 
maple in the said creek and so to extend on the lines of meredith Kitchen, 
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John Harvey and James Ewings agreeable to the survey made by Thomas 
Alexander. Therefore it is ordered and decreed that John Richardson, 
eldest son and heir at law of the said John Richardson, deceased, who is 
prayed and made parti defendant to this suit convey unto the plaintiff 
the fee simple estate in and to the said 350-acres of land agreeable to the 
lines and boundaries laid off by the said Thomas Alexander, reserving 
to the widow of the said John Richardson, deceased, her dower. 

In the same. And it is further ordered and decreed that the defendant 
pay unto the plaintiff his cost by him and his suit in this behalf expended. 

Deed Book 5, Page 59. Charlotte County, September 1, 1783. An 
indenture between John Richardson, Jr. of the County of Charlotte, of 
one part and John Richardson, Sr., of the County of Cumberland, of the 
other part, .... said John Richardson, Jr., for 60 lbs. of current money 
doth sell unto the said John Richardson, Sr. land in the County of Char- 
lotte, about 350 acres, on Middle Fork of Cub Creek, bounded on Henry 
Hines’ line, John Harvey’s line and by the said John Richardson, Jr.’s line, 
Chas Jordan’s line, to Ewing’s Branch and down branch to Benj. Sub- 
lett’s. 
Charlotte County O. B. 4, Page 206. Dec. 6, 1779. 

John Richardson, son of John, is recommended to His Excellency, the 


Governor, as a first lieutenant of a company of militia in said County in 
room of lieut. Douglas Watson who hath resigned. 


O. B. 4, Page 209. March, 1780. 

John Richardson, Gentleman, came into Court and produced a com- 
mission to be first lieutenant of militia of said county which was read 
and the said Richardson took the oath of fidelity to the state and also the 
oath of a militia officer as by law required. 

O. B. 6, Page 161. Nov. 7, 1785. 

John Richardson came into Court and produced a commission from 
His Excellency, the Governor to be ensign of the 8th Company of the 
Oharlotte militia, which being read the said Richardson took the oath of 
office. (Patrick Henry was Governor.) 

O. B. 10, Page 39. April 1795. 

John Richardson is recommended to His Excellency the Governor as 
a captain in the second battalion of militia in said county in the place of 
Richard Davenport who hath resigned. 

Deed Book 16, Page 57. Charlotte. Aug. 6, 1821. 

John Richardson gives bond as Sheriff of county. Commissioned by 
Governor Thos. Randolph, dated June 19, 1821, for term of one year. Was 
again recommended by Court, order of June 4, 1822. Another order of 
July 1, 1822, recites that he had died and makes another recommendation. 


Will Book 1, Page 24. Charlotte County. Will of William Davis, 
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dated Nov. 20, 1769, Plantation and slaves left to wife during widow- 
hood, (Name not mentioned). Mentions sons, 1. (page torn); 2. Wil- 
liam; 3. Temple; Dau. 4. Anne; & 5. Rebecka. Provided for certain 
land to be equally divided between William & Temple Davis. ‘... the 
line must be from John Fore’s line straight to the creek where the still 
stands’. 

April 1770 the will was probated. Wm. Davis, Temple Davis and 
Benjamin Davis qualified as executors and provised in will. 

Deed Book 16, Page 182, Charlotte County, May 26, 1822, a deed of 
gift from John Richardson, B. H. to his wife and children, re- 
corded Nov. 4th, 1822. 

Will Book 5, Page 157, Charlotte County, Nov. 12, 1822, records an 
inventory of Capt. John Richardson B. H., Appraisers, John D. Rich 
ardson, Clement A. Jennings, William L. Thornton, Richard Paulette, 
Benj. Moseley, Nathan Harvey. 

Will Book 6, Page 179, Charlotte County, Jan. 24, 1829, will of Re- 
beckah Richardson mentions daughter Patsy Merryman and Salley Fore. 
Leaves to son Temple D. Richardson $150.00 to come out of money aris- 
ing from sale of negro boy Dennis sold by my son J. D. Richardson. I 
also give to him Side Saddle, Family Bible and B. Kettle. Executors, 
Cornelius Barnes and Bird Smith. Witnesses, Richard Paulette, Benja- 
min Moseley, E. N. W. Durphey. Recorded March 2, 1829. Will Book 
6, Page 182, Oharlotte County, March 3, 1829, records inventory of 
estate of Rebeckah Richardson, deceased. Appraisers, Presley D. Rich- 
ardson, Benj. Moseley, Richard Paulette. 





WILL OF JOHN RICHARDSON, B. H. WILL BOOK 5, 
PAGE 144, CHARLOTTE. 


I, John Richardson, B. H., of Charlotte County, do hereby make this 
my last will and testament, etc. 

Ist. I desire that all perishable part of my estate be immediately sold 
after my decease, and out of the money arising therefrom all my just 
debts and funeral expenses be paid. 

2nd. After the payment of my debts and funeral expenses I lend to 
my wife, Rebeckah Richardson one-third part only for and during the 
time of her natural life, and after her decease I give the same to my 
children hereinafter named, to be equally divided among them, and to be 
enjoyed by them and their heirs thereafter. 

3rd. I give to my son, W. D. Richardson, 272 acres of land which I 
have deeded to him whereon he now lives, and an equal part of the slaves 
and other property I possess, to him and his heirs forever. 
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4th. I give to my son, John D. Richardson, 200 acres of land lying on 
Ewings Branch, the tract purchased from I. Fore, and an equal part of 
the slaves and other property to him and his heirs forever. 


5th. I give to my son, James Richardson, 250 acres of land lying on 
the East side of Cub Creek and both sides of little Mill Creek, and an 
equal part of the slaves, etc. 

6th. I give to my daughter, Polly, two negro slaves to her, and to her 
heirs forever, also the stock and household furniture which she has 
already received, and no more to come. 


7th. I give to my daughter, Nancy, the bed and other things she carried 
away. Had she lived she should have enjoyed an equal share with the 
rest of the children, land excepted. 


8th. I give to my daughter, Patsy, an equal part of my property, land 
excepted, to her and her heirs forever. 

Sth. I give to my daughter, Rebeckah Richardson, an equal part of 
my property, land excepted, etc. 

10th. I give to my son, Stephen C. Richardson, 200 acres of land, 
adjoining lands he bought of N. Nock, from the Mill Road across Little 
Mill Creek to the back line and an equal part of the slaves, etc. 

llth. I give to my son, Temple Richardson, 250 acres of land adjoin- 
ing his brother, W. D. Richardson, from the Mill Road at Fosters to 
the line bought of John Fore, and an equal part of slaves, etc. 

12th. I give to my daughter, Betsy, an equal part of the slaves and 
other property, land excepted. 


13th. I give to my daughter, Sally, an equal part of my estate, land 
excepted, etc. 


14th. I give to my son, Hilary Richardson, all the land that remains 
from the road from Brother Temple’s with the old plantation and house 
to the road at Brother James’ Tobacco House and an equal part of slaves 
and other property, etc. 


15th. N. B. William, John, James, Polly and Patsy have had their 
part of the stock. The balance is for Rebeccah, Steven, Temple, Betsy, 
Sally and Hilary Richardson. William has had Nat, a small boy since 
he was married. John has had the profits of the Sheriff's Farm from 
Jacob Morton, which I estimate at one hundred pounds. James has had 
Nat which I gave at 120 Ibs., Stephen has had cash at 61 pounds 1 shill- 
ing, Polly has had her two negroes, stock and household furniture, and 
everything else in full, and lastly I do hereby constitute and appoint my 
friends, John D. Richardson, Robert Kelso, Wm. D. Richardson and 
Stephan C. Richardson executors, etc. April 10, 1812. Probated Nov. 4, 
1822. 
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CHARLOTTE COUNTY DEED BOOK 16, PAGE 182 


Know all men by these presents that I, John Richardson, B. H., of 
Charlotte County for and in consideration of the natural love and affec- 
tion which I bear to my wife, Rebeckah Richardson, and to my sons, 
William D., John D., James, Stephen C., Temple D., and Hillery G. 
Richardson, and to my daughters, Patsy Merriman, Rebeckah Jennings, 
Sallie Fore, Betsy Richardson, and to my Grandchildren of my deceased 
daughter, Polly Price, as well as for the consideration of one dollar to 
me in hand paid by the said Rebeckah Richardson, etc. at or before the 
ensealing or delivery of these presents, the receipt whreof is hereby 
acknowldged as given, granted, and by these presents do give and grant 
unto the said Rebeckah Richardson, etc. their heirs and assigns, the fol- 
lowing property in manner and form hereafter mentioned, to-wit: 


To my wife Rebeckah Richardson, I give one negro woman named 
Tamor, together with ten head of cattle. 

To my son William D. Richardson, the following negroes, Isaac, 
Tiller and Stephen, together with all the property I have heretofore let 
him have. 

To my son John D. Richardson the negroes Dick and George, to- 
gether with all the property I have heretofore let him have. 


To my son James Richardson the negro Lucy together with the prop- 
erty I have heretofore let him have. 

To Stephen C. Richardson the negroes Annie, Sam and Mary and 
one Grey Mare called “Doll,” together with the property I have hereto- 
fore let him have. 

To my son Temple the negroes Maria and Henry, together with 
the property I have heretofore let him have. 

To my son Hillery G. Richardson the negroes Kiz, Joe, Clem and 
Dennis, and one gray horse called Dick, and the property I have hereto- 
fore let him have. 


To my daughter Patsy Merriman the property I have heretofore let her 
have. 


To my daughter Rebeckah Jennings the property I have heretofore let 
her have. 


To my daughter Sallie Fore all the property I have heretofore let 
her have. 


To my daughter Betsy Richardson all the property I have heretofore let 
her have. 


To my grandchildren by my daughter Polly Price deceased one dollar 
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each to them and their heirs and executors, administrators, to have and to 
hold. 
Signed John Richardson, B. H. 
Dated May 26, 1822. 
Witnesses : 
Benjamin Marshall 
E. M. McDurfhey 
John P. Richardson 
Proved Nov. 4, 1822. 





CHARLOTTE RECORDS 


Will Book 5, Page 227. 


Record of will of John P. Richardson, dated June 17, 1821. Probated 
Aug. 2, 1824. 


Will Book 11, Page 472. 

Will of John D. Richardson, dated Dec. 2, 1851. Probated Oct. 1, 1855. 
Mentions wife Elizabeth, who is left home place and mill for life. Son, 
Thomas P. Richardson; daughter, Louise R. Booker; daughter, Maria 
E. Edwards; daughter, Lucy A. Bell; son, John D. Richardson, Jr.; 
son, Wm. T. Richardson; son, Hilary G. Richardson; daughter, Susan 
Hundley; daughter, Julia F. Richardson. 


Will Book 15, Page 92. 

Will of Peter Fore, Jr. Probated Sept. 7, 1868. Wife Sally; daugh- 
ters, Anne W. Pettus, Mary G. Richardson; grandchildren Mary G. Fore, 
Henry G. Fore, Peter Jackson Fore. 





SPENCER FAMILY OF CHARLOTTE 

Col. Thomas Spencer, Sr. died 1793; m. Elizabeth Julia Flournoy, 
who was born Dec. 5, 1721; a daughter of the immigrant, John James 
Flournoy. Issue: 

1. Mary Spencer, b. Oct. 20, 1742; m. James Speed. 

2. Sion Spencer, b. April 12, 1744; m. Mary Harris. 

3. John Spencer, b. Dec. 16, 1745; d. 1828; m. 1765 to Sally Watkins, 
b. 1748; a daughter of Thomas Watkins of Powhatan. 
Elizabeth Julia Spencer, b. June 18, 1747; m. Henry Speed. 
Ann Spencer, b. July 13, 1749; m. John Martin. 
Thomas Spencer, Jr., b. 1751; d. 1806; m. Ist Sally Watkins; m. 
2nd Lucy Watkins. They were sisters and from Dinwiddie Co. 
Issue by 2nd wife. Issue: 
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Elizabeth Spencer m. Capt. John D. Richardson. 

Susan Spencer, m. William B. Watkins. 

Sion Spencer, m. Mary Scott. 

Martha Spencer, m. Richard Morton. 

William W. Spencer, m. Judith Ewell. 

Thomas J. Spencer, d. 1822; m. Ann Elizabeth Eastham. Issue: 
1. James Thomas Spencer. 

2. Lucy Spencer. 

3. Mary Spencer, m. Daniel Allen. 

Martha Owen Spencer, m. James Holloway. 

Samuel Flournoy Spencer ; was a major in Revolutionary War; 
m. Ist, Agnes Morton; 2nd, May 13, 1799 to Agnes Woodson 
Daniel; m. 3rd, to Mrs. Judy Holcombe. Issue by first two 
wives. Issue: 

Sophia W. Spencer. 

Betsy Julia Spencer. 

Martha E. Spencer. 

Jane B. Spencer. 

John Blair Smith Spencer, b. 1801. 

Samuel Flournoy Spencer. 

Thomas Spencer. 

8. Alexander Randolph Spencer. 

Judith Spencer, m. Martin Pearce. 


Gideon Spencer, d. 1822. Was lieutenant in Rev. War; after- 
wards a Colonel in State Militia; m. lst, Catherine Clements, 


Issue: 

1. Clem M. Spencer. 

Pitman C. Spencer. 

Sion G. Spencer. 

Thomas F. Spencer. 

Mary C. Spencer, m. Ransome Price. 
. Harriet T. Spencer, m. James D. Price. 
Married 2nd, Ann Issue: 

7. Edwin T. Spencer. 

8. Isaac P. Spencer. 

9. Caroline M. Spencer. 

10. Ann E. Spencer. 

11. Maria L. Spencer. 
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12. Julia F. Spencer. 
13. Mace C. Spencer. 
14. Edwin J. Spencer. 


Will of Col. Thomas Spencer, Jr., signed April 30, 1798 was proved 
Oct. 6, 1806. See Burgess, Page 313-317 for war record. 





The first deed recorded in Prince Edward to Hillery Richardson as 
grantee, is recorded in Deed Book 21, Page 371, dated March 19, 1836, 
from James H. Dillon of Prince Edward to Hillery G. Richardson of 
Charlotte County, conveying Lot No. 10 in town of Farmville. 

Deed Book 25, Page 26, Feb. 15, 1845. Records deed from William 
C. and Martha Flournoy to Hillery G. Richardson for a certain parcel 
of land on West side of road from Farmville to the Courthouse. This 
tract was made up of various parcels of land bought from various people 
enumerated in deed. The acreage was not given. (This is the planta- 
tion called “Old Mansion” in will of Hillery Richardson, and was also 
known as “Middlesex”. Here he lived and most of his children were born, 
before he moved to the “Haymarket” plantation. The old brick house 
is still standing (1933) and adjoins the Farmville cemetery to the 
South. ) 

Deed Book 28, Page 235, 1856. Deed from the administrator of the 
Flournoy estate to Hillery G. Richardson, for plantation known as 
“Haymarket” on road from Farmville to Burkeville. 428 acres (this was 
increased to 1150 acres at time of death of Hillery Richardson). 

The will of Hillery G. Richardson, Sr., is recorded in Will Book 11, 
Page 190, Prince Edward records, In it he mentions all of his children 
by name and his three plantations, “Old Mansion” Eleven Hundred Acres, 
“Cumberland” 800 acres and “Haymarket” 1150 acres. 

Littleberry Clark was a son of John Clark, Sr., (will dated Sept. 29, 
1807, probated Dec. 21, 1807.) He first married his cousin, Agnes Clark, 
April 17, 1802. 

Phoebe Williamson, a daughter of Robert Williamson, was born June 
4, 1785, and first married J. Lewellyn Farley, April 18, 1803. He died 
April 1813 while in service of his country during the war with Great 
Britain. The widow, Phoebe Farley, married Littleberry Clark, May 23, 
1814. Littleberry Clark died in 1841 and his wife survived him until 
January 22, 1878. Their issue: 

1. Lucinda M., m. Hillery Richardson. 

2. Agnes, m. Littleberry Penick. Bond dated 1833. 

3. Ann Elizabeth, m. Col. William Calvin Jeffress of “Mountain 

Hall,” Nottoway County. 
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The Littleberry Clark Place is about six miles from Green Bay on 
Sandy River. The place was abandoned about ten years ago and now is 
in utter decay. For the locality and time of building (prior to the Revo- 
lution), the house was rather large and pretentious. High-hipped roof, 
built in two sections, with connecting covered porch, the rooms were 
large and had panelled wainscoting. The two portraits by James Peale 
of Littleberry and Phoebe Clark that I possess once hung in the large 
room of this house. Their unmarked graves are about fifty yeard back 
of the house, under two large walnut trees. The plantation has grown 
up with scrub pine and plum bushes and soon the road will be impassable 
except on foot, and to one who knows the country. 


J. K.R. 





THE HUGUENOT ABRAHAM MICHAUX 
AND DESCENDANTS 


(Concluded) 





By J. D. Eccleston 





ADDENDA 


In the July, 1937, issued of this Magazine, page 308, it is stated that 
Richard Waters Michaux “removed to Murray County, Ky.” This 
should read “removed to Murray, Calloway County, Ky.” 





It will be noticed that, according to this correspondent, Richard Wood- 
son and his wife Anne Madelin? Michaux had “a numerous offspring, 
only two daughters (of which) survived”. The “numerous offspring” 
must have died in infancy, for no record of any of them is known. But 
this statement removes the belief that Richard Woodson and his wife 
had only two children, the first one born in 1740. Three would not be 
spoken of as “numerous”; four might be. Is it safe to surmise—is it 
ever safe to surmise in explorations in genealogy?—that there were at 
least four children prior to Elizabeth, born 1740. One may surmise that 
they married any year between 1726, when she was 16, and 1731, when 
she was 21 and he was 25 or 26. Born at “Michaux Grant”, little Anne 
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Madelin? had been reared under the tender care and firm Christian train- 
ing of a mother and father who valued such training sufficiently to have 
been willing to suffer for it. At “Poplar Hill” she had the opportunity 
to display, without ostentation, the sterling qualities that attracted the 
admiration of a wide connection and of a wide circle of friends. The 
“gentlemen well versed in” the history of Prince Edward County at 
that day, is quoted by Bishop Meade as saying: 


“The tradition of Mrs. Woodson’s many virtues is preserved 
among her numerous descendants to this day. Her strong char- 
acter and devoted piety appear to have made an indelible impres- 
sion on such of them as had the happiness to know her. And this 
it was, I believe, that gave them a respect not only for religion in 
general, but a bias toward that particular type of Protestantism of 
which she was so brilliant an ornament.”* 

“These Michaux women were among the few who stood out from 
their time, and are not to be chronicled simply as ‘wives of so-and- 
so:’ Daughters of Huguenot refugees from France via Holland, 
they were a numerous and powerful influence in the development 
of Southside Virginia. Indomitable, resourceful, intensely and 
unswervingly Calvinist; inventive, educated and entertaining, even 
while poverty-smitten exiles in the wilderness, they were ar- 
tists of life; and the solid young planters who married them could 
count themselves blest. Their force of character changed the 
social physiognamy of a whole countryside, for their children were 
numerous, and the blood mingles with that of many stocks.”+ 


Richard Woodson and his wife Ann Madelin? Michaux are buried in 
the family cemetery at “Poplar Hill”. Two children survived: 


I Elizabeth? Woodson, born June 6, 1740, died at “Slate Hill”, 
Prince Edward County, September 29, 1791; married on March 
29, 1755, Nathaniel Venable, born in Hanover County, October 
21, 1733, died at “Slate Hill” December 27, 1804. Both are 
buried in the family plot at “Slate Hill”. 


II Agnes? Woodson, born October 4, 1748, died at “Poplar Hill” 
July 1820; married on June 11, 1765, Francis Watkins, born in 
Henrico County, July 15, 1745, died at “Poplar Hill” between 
April 9 and May 15, 1826. Both are buried at “Poplar Hill”, 
in the family plot. 


The story is told that when Tarleton’s troop “passed through Prince 
Edward on a general plundering expedition”, they visited “Slate Hill”, 
with the purpose of capturing Nathaniel Venable, who had been collecting 
supplies for the Virginia soldiers; but he escaped, having received timely 
warning. Some of these supplies were at “Slate Hill”, and Mrs. Venable 
at once had them stored in empty tobacco hogsheads, headed these up 








*“Old Churches and Families of Virginia”, 2:31. 
+ “The Reads and Their Relatives”, page 131. 
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and had them rolled out in front of the barns as if ready to be shipped 
to the tobacco market. The ruse succeeded. 
“They committed some robberies, destroyed some furniture, and 
one of their number with a pistol pointed at the breast of Mrs. 
Venable, demanded that she reveal her husband’s whereabouts, or 
he would shoot her down. Her calm reply was, ‘Fire away! My 
husband has his country to defend!’ At this instant an officer in- 
tervened and ordered the man away who had offered the indignity, 
severely reprimanding him.”’t 
The book of public claims of Prince Edward County, allowed by the 
General Assembly of 1782, show certain items that indicate that Madam 
Venable was very active in behalf of the American cause, while her 


husband was absent on war duties: 


“Elizabeth Venable, for 7 days service of a waggoner furnished 
John Morton” (Commissary). 
“Seven days service, her waggoner and team to remove public 


flour, found by herself.” 
“78% Ibs. Lead furnished the Militia (when Lord Cornwallis was 
at Dan River) and was carried to Gen’l. Green”.@ 


CHILDREN OF ELIZABETH? WoopSON AND NATHANIEL VENABLET 

1 Samuel Woodson‘ Venable, born September 19, 1756, died Sep- 
tember 7, 1821; married August 15 (13?), 1781, Mary Scott 
Carrington, born June 21, 1758, died March 21, 1837. He was 
at Hampden-Sydney when he joined the Student Company and 
entered the War of the Revolution, and was afterwards an of- 
ficer in the company organized by his brother-in-law, Captain 
Thomas Watkins. He entered Princeton and graduated with 
first honours. He established his seat at “Springfield”, was a 
planter and merchant, “the leading mind in that whole region”, 
a man of great influence, “eminently a practical man, a stern 
patriot and friend of good order in society, public spirited, and 
a patron of all improvements”.f 





t Manuscript book of Abraham B. Venable. 

4 See booklet, “Prince Edward County: Places Worthy of Appropriate 
Marking”, published by Farmville, Va., Herald. 

+ Nathaniel Venable was a Justice of the Prince Edward County Court; 
officer of militia; member of the Virginia Council; member of the 
House of Burgesses; member of Prince Edward Committee of Safety; 
one of the founders, and member of Board of Trustees, of Hampden- 
Sydney College; was a vestryman of the Episcopal Church, but later 
joined the Presbyterian Church; was one of the three largest contributors 
to a fund to be invested for the support of Old Cumberland Church, 1767. 

t Meade, “Old Churches and Families”, 2:32; also Morrison, “Dic- 
tionary of Biography”, page 31; also Alice (Read) Rouse’s “Reads and 
Their Relatives”, pp. 127, 128. Samuel Woodson Venable and wife left 
issue, 12 children. 
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Abraham B.* Venable, born September 20, 1758, died in Rich- 
mond Theatre fire December 26, 1811; was President of the 
Bank of Virginia, and United States Senator from Virginia. 
Betsy Ann‘ Venable, born December 18 (also given November 
18, and September and October 20), 1760, died December 3 (also 
given as December 1), 1826; married on July 2, 1782, Thomas 
Watkins, born February 12, 1761, died 1797, at “Oldham”, in 
Prince Edward County. An inventory and appraisal of his 
estate was taken October 12 of that year. He organized a 
cavalry troop and was at the Battle of Guilford. In 1783 he 
was nominated as Major of the County militia, and took the 
usual oaths. A 

Richard N.4 Venable, born January (also given February) 16, 
1763, died 1838; married March 5, 1797, Mary Morton (1779- 
1838 or 1839). Educated at Hampden-Sydney and Princeton, 
and having studied law at William and Mary, he settled in 
Prince Edward. “He was a public spirited man, interested in 
agricultural betterments, canals, railroads, education and poli- 
tics. He was a member of the Virginia Convention of 1829, 
and was now and then in the legislature. A member of the 
Board of Trustees of Hampden-Sydney College for more than 
forty years, Mr. Venable was careful to preserve papers, col- 
lege programmes, etc. Hence, a collection of invaluable local 
documents, and hence one debt to this excellent good friend of 
the old times.” || 

Martha‘ Venable, born 1765, married her first cousin, Nathaniel 
Venable, son of Abraham B. Venable and his wife Elizabeth? 
Michaux (daughter of Jacob? Michaux and his wife Judith 
Woodson) ; and left issue. 

Ann‘ Venable, born November 6, 1767, died 10 January, 1768. 
Ann‘ Venable, born December 9, 1768, married James Chesley 
Daniel, of “Tranquility”, Granville County, N. C. (Marriage 
bond, Prince Edward County, November 18, 1796); and left 
issue, six children. 

Agnes‘ Venable, born 1771, died 1802. 

Mary‘ Venable, born June 16, 1773, died 1807. 

Nathaniel# Venable, born February 13, 1776, died August 23, 
1801. 





A Betsy Ann Venable and Thomas Watkins left issue, six children. 
For brief sketch of Capt. Thomas Watkins, see F. N. Watkins’s 
“Descendants of Thomas Watkins of Chickahominy”, p. 8. 


|| See sketch of him, Morrison’s “Dictionary of Biography”, pages 38 
and 39. Richard N. Venable and his wife left issue, six children. 











80 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


XI Frances‘ Venable, born April 18, 1778, died June 1799. 

XII William Lewis* Venable, born March 1780, died 1824, married 
Frances Watkins Nantz, born 1791, died 1859; and left issue, 
five children. 

XIII Thomas‘ Venable, born November 17, 1782, died 1809. 


XIV _ Elizabetht Venable, born November 21, 1784, married (bond 
November 4, 1802, Prince Edward County) Goodridge Alex- 
ander Wilson; and left issue, six children. 


Agnes? Woodson, daughter of Richard Woodson of “Poplar Hill”, 
and his wife Ann Madelin? Michaux, must be included among “these 
Michaux women” so aptly described by Alice (Read) Rouse.** 


“A faithful sketch of the life and character of Mrs. Agnes Wat- 
kins might be profitable and interesting, especially to her descend- 
ants. She was a remarkable woman in many respects, and of 
undoubted genius. This narrative could be extended far beyond 
the limits I propose to myself, with authentic anecdotes, told by 
the old people of this day, of the great ingenuity of Mrs. Watkins, 
as displayed in her original calico prints (in advance of her age), 
of her silk manufactures, of the loom made by her directions, and 
of her home-made gamut for teaching her daughters the elementary 
principles of music. She, too, was firm and daring in action 
as she was bold and original in thought. A deserter from General 
Tarleton’s forces at Moore’s Ordinary, in the uniform of, and sup- 
posed by her to be, a British soldier, attempted to frighten her on 
one occasion; he soon found that by flight alone could he escape 
the fire of her rifle, in the use of which she was practiced and 
skillful.”+7 





** “The Reads and Their Relatives”, page 131. See also “The Begin- 
nings of Old Briery and Cumberland Churches”, pages 13-15, published 
by Farmville, Va., Herald. 


+7 Catalogue of Descendants of Thomas Watkins, pp. 9 and 10. 
Francis Watkins, who married Agnes? Woodson, became clerk of 
the Prince Edward County Court in 1767, and held this responsible posi- 
tion until for reasons of health he had to relinquish its duties. He was 
eminent in a day of eminent men. He and Mrs. Watkins, says Judge 
F. N. Watkins, “lived for the whole of their long and happy married life 
at Poplar Hill”. George M. Bibb, a native of Prince Edward County, 
U. S. Senator from Kentucky, and Secretary of the Treasury of the 
United States said of Francis Watkins, “He was most punctilious in the 
discharge of the duties of his office, an experienced clerk, of great intelli- 
gence, of comprehensive mind, and by long experience and observation 
had become well versed in the general principles of law and equity, 
without having been a regular student of the law. His habits of busi- 
ness, his great integrity and uprightness, and the scrupulous performance 
of his duties in all the relations of life, had gained for him the respect 
and confidence of the judges, the lawyers, and the community”. (Cata- 
logue of the Descendants of Thomas Watkins, by F. N. Watkins, p. 10). 
He was a member of the Prince Edward County Committee of Safety, 
and was Treasurer of Hampden-Sydney College 1776-1792. 
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CHILDREN OF AGNES? WoopSON AND FRANCIS WATKINS 
Richard‘ Watkins, married Mrs. Catherine (Chappell) Jones. 


They moved to Tennessee. 

Elizabeth Watkins, married on January 20, 1791, Joseph Mor- 
ton Venable of Virginia and Kentucky. He died while on a 
visit to Virginia, and is buried at “Poplar Hill”. They left 
issue, ten children. 

Agnes Woodson‘ Watkins, married on November 30, 1811, Dr. 
David Flournoy of Prince Edward. 

Francis Watkins, married (bond in Prince Edward County, 26 
November, 1803) Ann Nash Haskins; no issue. They removed 
to Alabama, where he practiced law. 

Benjamin Watkins, died 1815/16, unmarried; a physician, 
lived at his estate “Ben Lomond”, in Goochland County. 
Henry Edward‘ Watkins, born 1782, died August 6, 1856, buried 
at “Poplar Hill”; married (bond in Prince Edward, 30 Sep- 
tember, 1811) Agnes Woodson Venable, daughter of Samuel 
W. Venable and Mary Scott Carrington, of “Springfield”. 
She died 1868. Henry E. Watkins lived at his seat, “The 
Home”, in its day one of the most beautiful places in the State. 
He practiced law, and conducted a private law school at his 
home. He represented his County in the House of Delegates 
and in the State Senate for several terms. The session book 
of the College Presbyterian church contains a beautiful tribute 
to his great usefulness as an elder and citizen. Henry Watkins 
and his wife left issue, eleven children.tf 

Joseph Watkins, married (bond 9 September, 1811) Ruth 
Hunt. They lived at “Ben Lomond”, in Goochland County; had 
issue, four children. 

Selina Ann* Watkins, born 1788, died 1864; married (bond 
January 10, 1811) Samuel L. Lockett, of Mecklenburg County, 
Va., born 1782, died 1847, son of Stephen Lockett and his wife 
Mary Clay. They had issue, seven children. 





tt Henry E. Watkins was educated at Hampden-Sydney and Princeton; 
was a member of the Boards of Trustees of Hampden-Sydney College and 
Union Theological Seminary, and was for many years treasurer of the 
Seminary. He was in the War of 1812. A son of Henry E. Watkins 
was Francis Nathaniel Watkins, educated at Hampden-Sydney College; 
member of the Boards of Trustees of Hampden-Sydney and Union The- 
ological Seminary; treasurer of both institutions; Judge of the Prince 
Edward County Court; representative of Appomattox and Prince Ed- 
ward Counties in the stormy days of 1865-66 and 1866-67. He was the 
author of the “Catalogue of the Descendants of Thomas Watkins of 
Chickahominy”, a storehouse of information about the Watkins and 
allied families. 
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IX Frances Anderson* Watkins, born April 27, 1790, married ~ 
(bond in Prince Edward County, October 19, 1814) James D. 
Wood, born in Granville County, N. C., 1782, died in Prince 
Edward County 16 October, 1844. He was for several years 
Treasurer of Hampden-Sydney College. The Resolutions of 
the Prince Edward Bar and Bench bear testimony to his emi- 
nence as a citizen. Mr. and Mrs. Wood left issue, ten children, 


Easter (Esther) Mary? Michaux, youngest child of Abraham! Michaux 
and his wife Susanna Rochet, was born at Michaux Grant, Henrico 
County, probably in 1712 or 1713.* She married Alexander Cunningham, 
who, on August 28, 1746, purchased 348 acres of land on Little Mountain 
Creek in (then Amelia, now) Prince Edward County, and lived in the 
County until his death He made his will February 21, 1778, and it 
was proved at the November Court of that year.t It is stated that his 
wife was “about 66” at his death. She was one of the executors of his 
will. 

CuutpreN or Easter Mary? MicnHaux AND ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM]|| 
I Mary? Cunningham. 

II Judith? Cunningham, married (bond in Prince Edward County, 
16 April, 1764, with Alexander Cunningham as surety) Theod- 
rick Carter, Jr. 

III William? Cunningham, born April 10, 1741, died in Tennessee 
1806/7; married Elizabeth Watkins, daughter of William Wat- 
kins of Halifax County, Va. Elizabeth (Watkins) Cunning- 
ham was born July 31, 1748, died May 14, 1834. He was a 
soldier of the Revolution, and in a family Bible is said to have 
been an aide to General Washington. William Cunningham 
and his wife Elizabeth Watkins had issue, nine children.A 





* For discussion of this, see Va. Hist. Mag., 45:103-107, January 1937. 

+ Goochland County D. B., 5:239, shows that Alexander Cunningham, 
on March 17, 1746, sold 400 acres of land, on the south side of James 
River, to Sanburne Woodson. The land was bounded by the lands of 
Peter Le Grand and others. On January 30, 1750, Sanburne Woodson 
sold to George Owens 50 acres of this land, described as being “on a 
branch of Little Deep Creek, being part of the land he bought of Alex- 
ander Cunningham and whereon he now lives” (Cumberland County D. 
B., 1:373). Alexander Cunningham was a witness to the will of Joseph 
Woodson, made January 25, 1733 (Goochland W. B., 2:14). 

t Prince Edward County W. B., 1:198. 

|| The will of Alexander Cunningham mentions his children in the 
following order: Josiah; Mary; Judith; Elizabeth; Susannah; five sons, 
William, Jacob, Nathaniel, John and Paul Michaux; extrs, wife Easther, 
sons Josiah and William. 

A Dates from Mrs. J. M. McBee of Greenwood, Miss., and Mr. C. K. 
Hill of Harriman, Tenn. 
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IV Josiah? Cunningham, married Mary ————. On September 138, 
1769, his father deeded him “one hundred acres, with Planta- 
tion, whereon he now lives.” On June 15, 1772, Josiah Cunning- 
ham and his wife Mary sold land. He was one of the execu- 
tors of his father’s will. 

V_ Elizabeth? Cunningham. 

VI Susannah? Cunningham, married (bond in Prince Edward 
County, June 5, 1794) George Booker of Prince Edward, son of 
Edward Booker and his wife Hannah Clarke; and had issue, 
two children. 

VII Jacob? Cunningham, died 1833/34, married on February 1, 1798, 
Lucy C. Walker; no issue. He was a soldier of the Revolu- 
tion.6 

VIII Nathaniel? Cunningham, born 1754, died August 16, 1832, mar- 
ried Betsy Sneed, born 1772; and had issue, seven children.© 

IX John? Cunningham, said to have been born 1758, died 1844; 
married on February 8, 1785, Margaret Hill, who was living 
in 1845. His will was proved in Prince Edward County, Janu- 
ary 20, 1845.** He names only two of his children in his will, 
Josiah and Newton, but had nine children. He was probably 
the John Cunningham mentioned as being in the Company of 
Captain John Morton in the War of the Revolution.;+ 

X Paul Michaux? Cunningham. In the Prince Edward County 
Order Book (Minutes), May 1804, is recorded a suit of “Paul 
M. Cunningham, Pitf., vs. Curtis Haynes”. 


CHILDREN OF WiLLIAM? CUNNINGHAM AND ELizaseTH WATKINStfT 
I William Watkins‘ Cunningham, born January 18, 1774, married 
Frances ————, “died April 18, 1849, aged 63 years”. 
II Elizabeth Anne* Cunningham, born December 9, 1776, married 
in 1793 Philip Poindexter Maury, and had issue, ten children.§ 
III Nancy* Cunningham, born December 27, 1777, died December 
1, 1839, married (1) Col. William Saunders of North Carolina 
and Smith County, Tenn.; married (2) on February 28, 1808, 
Major Richard Alexander, born November 11, 1769, died 1855. 





¢ Jacob Cunningham left his property to his niece Susanna Rochet M. 
(Booker) Worsham, wife of Branch Jones Worsham of Prince Edward 
Court House. 

© This data from Mr. H. Cunningham Farwell, Salem, Mass. 

** Prince Edward County W. B., 9:20. 

tt McAllister’s Virginia Militia, page 227. 

tt Dates are from a Family Bible. 

§ Names of children sent me by Mrs. Jennie Morton Dale of Kentucky. 
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IV Jack Burton* Cunningham, born April 28, 1779. 

V_ Polly M.4 Cunningham, born January 30, 1781. 

VI Margaret* Cunningham, born October 30, 1782. 

VII Susanna Rochet* Cunningham, born September 17, 1784. 

VIII James A.4 Cunningham, born August 9, 1786. 

IX Lucy B.* Cunningham, born April 21, 1788, married Samuel 
Presbrey (Presley?) Howard; and had issue, at least three 
children.§§ 

Nathaniel? Cunningham, son of Alexander Cunningham and his wife 
Easter Mary? Michaux, died in Putnam County, Indiana. He was a 
school teacher. In C. E. Godfrey’s “The Commander-In-Chief’s Guard”, 
pages 146-147, Nathaniel Cunningham is said to have enlisted from 
Prince Edward County, Va., September 1, 1775, as a private in Captain 
Robert Ballard’s Company, Ist Virginia Regiment, commanded by Col. 
Edward (sic) Read; re-enlisted August 4, 1776, for three years in 
Capt. John Morton’s Company, 4th Va. Regiment, Col. Thomas Elliott; 
was at the Battles of Trenton and Princeton, N. J.; promoted to corporal 
and transferred to Morristown, N. J., May 6, 1777, to the Commander-In- 
Chief’s Guard, Capt. Caleb Gibbs; was at the Battles of Brandywine 
and Germantown.* McAllister has the following record of Nathaniel 
Cunningham: Was Captain of a Company, when he joined General 
Green at Irvin’s Ferry; was in the battle of Guilford Court House. 
Was made Captain in Prince Edward County, to take the place of Cap- 
tain John Bibb, in 1781; was Captain at Yorktown. In Captain John 
Morton’s Muster Roll, June 28, 1781, he appears as a private.7 


In closing this genealogy it is proper to state that no attempt has been 
made to write a complete history of the Michaux Family. The purpose 
has been to present the main outlines, to get at the facts where conflicting 
data has existed, and, to eliminate obvious, but persistent, errors. Con- 
siderable material has been omitted, because of lack of space. But it 
should not be difficult for descendants, using these outlines, to establish 
the links leading back to the Huguenot Abraham! Michaux and his wife 
Susanna Rochet. 





§§ Statement of Mrs. John McBee, of Greenwood, Miss. 

* This extract from C. E. Godfrey was sent me by Mr. H. Cunning- 
ham Farwell, of Salem, Mass., who has generously furnished me with 
data from his files. 

+ McAllister’s Virginia Militia, pages 41, 64, 65, 155, and 227. 
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JouRNEY FROM VIRGINIA To SALEM, MassAcuusetts—1799. By Thomas 
Fairfax, Ninth Baron Fairfax of Cameron, in Scotland, and of “Bel- 
voir’ and “Vaucluse,” in Fairfax County, Virginia. London. 1936. 


Printed for private circulation. 


This is a brochure of thirty pages, 12 x 7, printed on excellent buff 
paper, in 12-point type with old style composition. It describes a trip by 
land and water from “Fairfield,” in Frederick County, Virginia, to 
Salem, in Massachuetts, and return via New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania and Maryland, in the month of August, 1799, reaching his home 
about the first of October, an excursion of about three months, a trip 
that would require about three days at this time. It was by stage coach 
to Alexandria, Richmond, Petersburg to Norfolk, then by sailing 
vessel to New York to Newport and to Boston, thence to Salem. The 
return was by horse and chair, purchased in Connecticut, along roads that 
were but ruts the whole of the journey. As there could be no traveling 
by night, the descriptions of the inns of that day are particularly in- 
teresting. 

This is an excellent essay and a valuable contribution to the library of 
the Virginia Historical Society. It is of especial interest because of the 
plat of the Fairfax grant called the “Northern Neck,” as well as for a 
full pedigree of the Fairfax family. The author was born in 1762, mar- 
ried three wives, and left ten children, whose descendants are numerous 
in Virginia at this time. It is interesting to note that one of his sons, 
Dr. Orlando Fairfax, a beloved physician of Richmond after the war, 
was the father of the intrepid youth, Randolph Fairfax, of the Rock- 
bridge Artillery, who gave up his young life for the Confederacy in one 
of the skirmishes after the battle of Fredericksburg. He is the subject 
of the pathetic letter of General Lee, set out in full in Dr. Freeman’s 
“R. E. Lee.” He rests in Hollywood Cemetery, with his father and 
mother, and at his feet is the bronze badge of honor, with its inscription 
“For Valor,’ and “Deo Vindice,” quite in keeping with the bivouac of 
the Confederate dead and in the final arbitrament of their cause. 


E. L. Ryan. 





Moses MicHareL Hays—MERCHANT, CITIZEN, FREEMASON—1739-1805. 
By Harry Smith and J. Hugo Tatsch. Privately Printed by Moses 
Michael Hays Lodge, A. F. & A. M., Boston, Mass., 1937. 


Compactly presented in a volume of seventy-two pages is the history 
of a distinguished resident of New York, Newport and Boston, who, 
through an exemplary life of sixty-six years reflected honor alike upon 
his forebears and progeny. 

Moses Michael Hays found time from his business and family affairs 
to engage in many activities embracing citizenship, fraternalism and re- 
ligion, and the volume deals most sympathetically with his various 
careers and proves a fitting tribute to one deemed worthy of the honors 
he received. 
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Intimate connection through intermarriage with early Virginia Jewish 
families, many of whose descendants are still residents of the State 
and who have themselves gained distinction in various fields of en- 
deavor, makes this treatise particularly interesting to Virginians, for 
those who are of the descent can well be proud of such honored and 
distinguished ancestry. 

The authors are to be congratulated upon their careful research and 
wise selection of salient facts which are so ably presented. 


. Edwin L. Levy. 





SoUTHERN CHARACTER SKETCHES. By Betsy Hamilton (Idora McClel- 
lan Moore). Richmond. The Dietz Press. 1937. Price $2.00. 


Betsy Hamilton is not known to modern readers, but she was one of a 
group of writers including Page and Harris that may almost be said to 
have originated Southern literature. Before the ever-delightful Uncle 
Remus stories and the equally charming stories of Thomas Nelson Page, 
the South did not have a great deal to show in the way of truly southern 
literature. The impetus given to our letters by those memorable men, 
and the women with them, has resulted in the rich harvest of recent 
years. 

Betsy Hamilton was one of the foremost sketch writers of her day. 
Intimately acquainted with her negro and “cracker” characters, a mistress 
of dialect and possessed of a rich vein of humor, she commanded a wide 
circle of readers in the Atlanta Constitution, for which she wrote for 
many years, and in other journals. In her time she was hardly less 
well known than Joel Chandler Harris, with whom she was associated 
for years. Her daughter, Julia Moore Smith, has rendered the cause 
of Southern literature a service by reprinting in handy form some of 
the most notable of her writings. 

The reader will chuckle, and then laugh aloud, over “Betsy in a 
Storm”, “Hog Killin’ in Hillabee”, “Pap’s Bone Felon”, exceedingly 
funny,. “Zeke Scroggins, the Embarrassed Lover’ and the other sketches 
included. Every collector of Southern literature should, by all means, 
include this delightful volume in his library. 

The book is beautifully printed by the Dietz Press of this city. 


H. J. Eckenrode. 





THE CoLoNIAL PEriop oF AMERICAN History. By Charles M. Andrews, 
Farnam Professor of American History, Emeritus Yale University. 
Price $4.00. 

The Settlements. III. New Haven. Yale University Press. 1937. 


In my opinion Charles M. Andrews is the foremost living American 
historian. He is so for a combination of excellencies that few American 
historians can approach and none, in my judgment, equal. There is first 
the research, in which Doctor Andrews displays untiring industry (he 
is not afraid to dig) and an unexcelled scientific equipment. Then his 
manner of presentation shows such a fine literary gift that, in his hands, 
the rather trivial record of early colonial history becomes interesting 
and at times fascinating. Above all are a clarity and soundness of 
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judgment and a maturity of general knowledge that lend particular 
weight to his verdicts. I should prefer his decision of a point of colonial 
history to that of anybody else, living or dead. 

Doctor Andrews has used his splendid gifts to advantage in this volume 
of The Colyonial Period of American History. It emphasizes some 
phases of American history hitherto rather ignored, showing the im- 
portance of Cromwells design to conquer the Spanish West Indies and 
make them a part of the English dominions. The badly-led English 
expedition against San Domingo failed, but the succeeding conquest of 
Jamaica was of moment. Jamaica, an important island under Spain 
and eighteenth-century England, lapsed into a perhaps happy inconse- 
quentiality when slavery was abolished and the workmen of the island, 
in that easy climate, were free to live without toil. 

The early history of New York is presented with a clearness not 
before attained by any historian and in an interesting manner not even 
approached by former writers. I confess that the dullness of New York 
history had heretofore made me rather avoid books on the subject. I 
now find much that is entertaining as well as instructive in its annals. 

The rest of the book is taken up with the early history of New 
Jersey, North and South Carolina and Pennsylvania. The high level 
of research and the unique degree of interest that Doctor Andrews is 
able to impart to his writings are maintained throughout. The book is 
by far the most readable volume on the subject. It is so readable that 
is should be employed as a textbook in the study of American history. 
Textbooks are only too often dull to weariness; teachers should take 
advantage of the opportunity to use a work that is not only scientific 
and authoratative in the highest degree but that is also a delightful ex- 
emplification of the literary art as applied to history. 


H. J. Eckenrode. 





Tue FicHTING PARSON OF THE AMERICAN RevotuTion. By Edward W. 
Hocker. Published by the author, Philadelphia, Pa., 1936. 191 pages, 
including bibliography and index. N. P. 


This is the biography of Peter Muhlenberg, the Lutheran minister who 
left his pulpit in Woodstock, Virginia, to become colonel of the Eighth 
Battalion in the war for the independence of the colonies from Great 
Britain. 

Although the son of a Pennsylvania minister and educated for the 
ministry, he early developed an interest in warfare, and he was rapidly 
promoted from Colonel of the Eighth Battalion (January, 1776) to 
Brigadier General in command of the continental forces in Virginia in 
February, 1777, to Major General in September, 1783. He distinguished 
himself in the battles of Brandywine, Germantown, and Yorktown. 

After the war he had an active political and civic career, being an ad- 
herent of Thomas Jefferson and exerting his influence in behalf of 
Jefferson’s party. He served several terms in the United States Congress 
and was a powerful factor in Pennsylvania politics. He was made 
Major General of the Pennsylvania militia. His statue was placed in 
Statuary Hall as representing Pennsylvania’s military and_ political 
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Tue Boyp Famity, including the allied families, by Kathrine Cox 
Gottschalk, genealogist, compiled and published by Scott Lee Boyd, 
Santa Barbara, California, 1935. 


THE ParrisH FAMILY, including the allied families, by Kathrine Cox 
Gottschalk, genealogist, compiled and published by Scott Lee Boyd, 
Santa Barbara, California, 1935. 


The Boyd and Parrish family genealogies compiled and published by 
Mr. Scott Lee Boyd are of much wider interest and of far greater 
value than the usual family genealogy, for Mr. Boyd has not merely 
worked out his own direct lines but has given collateral lines and the 
immediate family of each person who married into the families he 
was tracing. 

The arrangement of data is logical and easy to follow; the scheme of 
compilation is original and practicable. In the case of each family in his 
direct line of descent, the origin and general background are given in a 
brief sketch followed by an account of the immigrant ancestor and his 
family, then the direct line is traced down to Mr. Boyd’s daughter Mer- 
celia Louise Boyd. Then follow the collateral lines traced down from 
the immigrant in a clear outline form by family units. This scheme 
was the outgrowth of working sheets for each individual unit in each 
generation. The books are well and completely indexed. 


The Boyd Family begins with an account of the origin and history of 
the name, the coat of arms, and the Scottish descent of the family con- 
densed from the “History of the Boyd Family and its Descendants” by 
William P. Boyd, 1912, and not verified by Mr. Scott Lee Boyd. 


This is followed by a general brief survey of migrations of Boyds 
from Scotland and Ireland after which the Boyds of the Marsh Creek 
Settlement, or Manor of Mask of Pennsylvania are given. 


It was from William Boyd, born in Ireland (1700-1710), died 1767 in 
Cumberland Township, York County (now Adams County) Pennsylvania, 
that the direct line of descent to Mercelia Louise Boyd was traced. The 
Collateral lines developed from the sons of this same William Boyd and 
the allied families of Bell, Bracken, Cullar,1 Cummingham, Finley, Gant, 
Hoover. Hough, Markle, McGrew, Parrish,? Perry,? Pinkerton, Scholl, 
Speer,4 Warfel, Welday,5 Williams. Unless otherwise stated, these 
families were from Pennsylvania. 

The Parrish Family takes up Edward Parrish of Anne Arundel 
County, Maryland, and his descendants. The collateral lines as well as 
the allied families in this have been carefully worked out through re- 
search work in the original records in Maryland. To this work Mr. 
Boyd has very generously given much working material by adding an 
appendix of all the data he felt might be of value to others in their own 
research work. This greatly enhances the value of the book. The allied 
families listed are Belt, Boyd,® Cole, Malone, Clokey,? Garrett, Merry- 
man,’ Parsons, Price, Tipton, all of Maryland except where noted. 

A very good example of the wealth of material given in the family 
lineages occurs in the Parrish Family on p. 145, Kinsa Belt, (1844- 
1907) married Almeda Viola Miller; not only are Almeda’s parents 
named but also her brothers and sisters and her half sister and their 
intermarriages. This is the general scheme used by Mr. Boyd through- 
out his two books. 

Mr. Boyd’s great generosity in not sparing time nor expense in the 
search for the full name, parentage and particulars concerning the brothers 
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and sisters of each person intermarrying with the members of the fam- 
ilies he treated makes his work unique and thorough. The data for his 
work was obtained from the usual sources of family records, traditions, 
personal knowledge of older members of these families and from re- 
search in the original records. Mr. Boyd had all data checked thoroughly 
and carefully in the authentic records and by this precaution has straight- 
ened out many conflicting traditions and corrected many errors and pro- 
duced a trustworthy record of his daughter’s ancestry and of the many 
collateral lines and the families allied or connected with these families. 


1 This family was of North Carolina, removed to Virginia and to 
Missouri. 

2 Parrish Family of Maryland. 

3 Perry Family of Russell County, Virginia. 

4 Speer Family of Ohio. 

5 Welday Family of Ohio. 

6 Boyd Family of Pennsylvania. 

7 Clokey Family of Pennsylvania. 

8 Merryman Family of Virginia and Maryland. 

Barbara O. Gottschalk. 





“Tracy-WINSLOow FaMILy,” compiled and published by Scott Lee Boyd, 
Santa Barbara, Cal., 1933. 247 pp. Price $10.50, postpaid. 

“The Tracy Family” (Part One). Tracy lineage from Woden (Odin) 
through Princess Goda (who married Dreux), Sir William de Traci, 
Louise Massa Tracy (who married Dr. Charles Edward Winslow,) to 
Mercella Louise Boyd. The descent of Barbara Lucy, who married 
Richard Tracy of Stanway. The Intermarrying Families of Farnham, 
Russell, Garrett, Lord. 

“The Winslow Family” (Part Two). Winslow lineage from William 
Wyncelowe to Mercella Anna Winslow (who married Scott Lee Boyd) 
to Mercella Louise Boyd. The Intermarrying Families of Hatch, Peirce 
(Pierce), Boyd. 

Of these well known families, the America beginnings of which are 
in New England, the compiler states he “has not attempted to write a 
genealogy or history of the various families, but by rearranging records 
already in print and adding later generations to them, it has been his 
hope to produce a very clear and concise record of these families, for 


easy reference.” 
Robert A. Stewart. 





WESTERN LANDS AND THE AMERICAN Revo.tution. By Thomas Perkins 
Abernethy: D. Appleton-Century Company, Inc., New York. 
MCMXXXVII. (The University of Virginia Institute for Research 
in the Social Sciences—Institute Monograph No. 25.) Price, $4.00. 
This study by Professor Abernethy, of the University of Virginia, 

has the dual importance of a major work in scholarship in_the field 

of American history and of a contribution of prime significance to 
the understanding of the role of the western lands yet to be appro- 
priated to private ownership, in the fashioning of the Republic of 
the United States. Considered from either point of view, this volume 
will be given lasting consideration by all who would understand the 
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forces at work in America from the Seven Years war to the estab- 
lishment of the government under the Constitution. 

As a craftsman in his chosen field the author of this study has 
assuredly excelled. His research has been so thorough that one may 
even be so bold as to call it exhaustive. All types of source materials, 
very widely scattered, have been painstakingly examined and their 
contribution to the sum of knowledge of this subject sifted and 
weighed and balanced. The bibliography and references will give 
abundant help and suggestive guidance to many workers in this im- 
portant period, who will be indebted to Professor Abernethy. By his 
unstinted labor he will have salvaged for them many tedious explora- 
tory searches for materials and by the fulness of his examination 
of sources will have helped them in turn to do more thorough and 
therefore more creditable work in the writing of the history of this 
pregnant era. 

In his preface the author declared the object of his volume was 
“to bring together in a single narrative an account of the American 
West from the time when its exploitation was begun by English colo- 
nists to the end of the Confederation period. The term ‘West’ as 
used herein includes the country lying between the Appalachian divide 
and the Mississippi River. . . . Since the main object of this study 
is to treat of the political problem, no attempt has been made to 
deal with all phases of the question of Western lands, but only those 
which had some demonstrable political effect.” 

And in the concluding chapter, a retrospect over the implications 
of the mass of detail he has presented with a remarkably flowing 
style for the inclusion of so many factual minutiae, he summarizes 
his conclusion. There will be little dispute that he proves the point 
that speculations in western lands were guiding influences in the 
policies of many of the American leaders of the period. He argues: 
“Tt is of no moment, then, just how many acres various individuals 
and companies acquired or tried to acquire during the era of exploita- 
tion of public lands. But it does matter that usually the most suc- 
cessful speculators and traders were those who betrayed public trust 
and used official position to bilk the people. It matters that the 
specters of Vandalia and Indiana and Ohio could never be banished 
from the halls of council.” 


Yet there will doubtless not be such uniform agreement among 
historians with some of his lines of interpretation, such as the dis- 
claiming of sectionalism as a strong factor in Virginia politics, and 
the contention that “the Virginians fought the Revolution, not because 
of the threat to their Western lands nor for the opportunity it might 
afford them to evade debts but for a constitutional principle.” The 
volume in these and some other general conclusions will be provo- 
cative of re-examination of some of the economic interpretations that 
have been current among the last generation of historians. 


To those who are especially interested in the Virginia aspects of 
this question of the Western lands in their political influences this 
volume seems to make several very valuable contributions. The 
political alignments in Virginia as between rival leaders are much 
more intelligible and the roles of certain leaders clarified. The 
question of the interest of Virginians in general in these Western 
lands is analyzed and such interest as a potent factor minimized. 
The problem of Virginia’s claim to these Western lands is given a 
brief but clarifying treatment, quite the best summary available. 
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In the field of diplomatic history much light is shed on the relations 
of Arthur Lee, Benjamin Franklin and Silas Deane. And it is quite 
in keeping with the slow correcting processes of history that Arthur 
Lee’s patriotism shines more purely, while Franklin as a diplomat 
and Robert Morris as the oft acclaimed financier of the Revolution 
get their halos tarnished. 

The part played by the Institute for Research in the Social Sciences 
of the University of Virginia in making it possible for such a work 
of scholarship to be prosecuted by a member of the faculty of that 
institution and then to be published in such acceptable fashion under 
the highest standards as to maps, notes and the like is a subject of 
congratulation to the Director of the Institute, Dr. Wilson Gee. It 
is also a source of gratification to that ever increasing group within 
Virginia who are deeply interested in historical research. 

Dr. Maude H. Woodfin. 


Westhampton College, University of Richmond. 
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